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My Reflection on the SNUAA USA Scholarship in Korea

Exploring Seoul, Embracing Culture, Building Connections

Mia Martinez
Northwestern University

This summer I had the honor of
spending five weeks in Seoul, South
Korea studying at Seoul National
University’s International Summer
Program. I'm immensely grateful
to the Seoul National University
Alumni Association in the US for
sponsoring my scholarship, The
program was transformative as
I experienced life as a Korean
university student by living in
the university dorms, navigating
city transportation, and attending
classes on campus. The most
rewarding part of the summer,
though, was the opportunity to
connect with my half-Korean
heritage by exploring the city and
its rich culture,

Because this was my third time
visiting Seoul, I was already
familiar with the city and its

sites. However, 1 was grateful to
experience it through a new lens
after completing my first year
of Korean language courses at
Northwestern University Since I
could communicate comfortably
with locals, I enjoyed practicing
my Korean language skills and
developing my fluency

The program offered me a
new perspective on a part of my
identity that I had previously
experienced mainly as a visitor.
Additionally;, the program offered
weekly cultural field trips to
sites like the DMZ, Everland, and
historic  landmarks throughout
Seoul. These excursions were an
amazing chance for international
students to become truly immersed
in the city’s culture.

My first class was Transnational
Korean Media and Popular Culture
where 1 learned about Korean
popular music and cinema culture
and its international influence.
Professor Han introduced us to
Korean singers, actors, and film
producers as we watched dramas
and documentaries about the
events that influenced Korea’s
media landscape. After reflecting
on everything I learned about
media, I connect the insight I
gained from this course to what

Weekend trip to Busan with friends.

I've learned at Northwestern
through my journalism major. I
look forward to applying these
lessons to my future studies. In
the afternoon I took Introduction
to Personality and Mental Health.
During the four-week class period,
we analyzed several ethnographies
with Professor Park.

I learned how mental health
and psychological disorders
are understood across different
cultures, we  discussed  the
complex relationship between an
individual’s suffering and broader
social structures. I'm excited to
discover how this course relates
to my pre-medical studies as I
work towards achieving my goal
of becoming a physician. I enjoyed
taking these courses that I wouldn’t

normally have the time to explore
at Northwestern,

My advice for future students
would be to take this great
opportunity to connect with fellow
international students from all
over the world, It’s a rare chance
to be in one place with so many
different cultures, so it’s important
to take advantage of all that you
can learn from such a diverse
environment, Explore the city,
make new friends, and adapt to a
new culture because it’s a once-in-
a-lifetime experience.

Once again, I would like to thank
the SNUAA-USA for such an
incredible opportunity to explore
my academic interests, learn about
my culture, and develop many new
relationships this summer.

Learning History, Connecting with My Roots

Hannah Lee
University of California, Davis

The SNU International
Summer Program was a unique
and valuable experience this
summer. It introduced me to
many opportunities that I would
not have otherwise experienced,
including engaging classes and
exciting field trips. Through this
program, I made many friends
and connected with professors,
building meaningful relationships
with my peers. I would definitely
recommend this program to others,
especially through the SNUAA
USA Scholarship. There are so
many stories I could share in
this reflection, but here are some
highlights from my experience,

One of the courses I took during
the SNU ISP was Understanding
Machine Learning. In this course,
I learned the fundamentals of
machine learning, including
supervised and unsupervised
learning, deep learning, and end-
to-end learning. The material was
challenging, but it pushed me to
explore new concepts and deepen
my understanding of the subject.
Through working with my peers on
difficult assignments and receiving
guidance from the professor, I was
able to better grasp these concepts.
I remember feeling especially
rewarded when I finally understood
something that had initially seemed
difficult. This course reminded me
that learning something new can
be challenging, but it can also be
incredibly fulfilling,

My second class was a metal
casting workshop focused on
jewelry and small object making,.
In this workshop, I learned the
fundamentals of metal casting,
from planning my ideas to wax
molding, mold making, metal
casting, and finishing. Because
this was an interactive class, I

was deeply involved in the casting
process, which allowed me to learn
through hands-on experience, I
remember feeling very satisfied
with my work, even though it had
some imperfections. It was exciting
to create something with my own
hands that I could take home, and
the experience gave me a new
appreciation for the craftsmanship
behind jewelry and other metal
objects.

One of my favorite memories
from the SNU program was visiting
the National Museum of Korea. 1
enjoy learning about history, so
I was especially excited to visit
the museum. I remember closely
examining the artifacts because
they represented my country,
making me feel more connected
to my heritage and culture while
learning about the history around
me. One artifact that caught my eye
was the calligraphy by An Jung-
geun. I immediately recognized the
handprint, then carefully analyzed
the calligraphy and tried to
interpret its message: “A mediocre
craftsman cannot make proper
use of a great piece of timber”.

Calligraphy by An Jung-guen.

To me, its practical meaning is
that only capable people can make
proper use of valuable resources.
All in all, I truly enjoyed my time
at SNU as a student, especially
because I had always dreamed of
attending school in Korea., This
experience was even more special
because I had the opportunity to
attend through SNUAA.
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Festival posters on Rue de Médran, July 2026. From left to right: James Gaffigan, Martha Argerich, Alexander Kantorow, Renée Fleming, and Yunchan Lim. With Minsoo Sohn at the

Verbier Festival.

Ten Days in Verbier: Where Music, Alpine Beauty, and Daily Life

Kang Edward (Education'60): A Journey to the 2026 Verbier Festival I

My wife and
still  carried
many  beautiful

memories of Swiss towns, chocolate shops, opera house and concert hall, lakes, and mountain landscapes from the several previous trips,
but this trip to Verbier offered something different: ten days in a village where music, alpine beauty, and daily life seemed to meet naturally;

When we arrived at Geneva
Airport, our car service agent
was already waiting. After brief
introductions and loading our
luggage into the trunk, our
driver began the two-hour trip
to Verbier. As our driver drove
along the winding road toward
Verbier, I admired the looming
alpine scenery. mountains rising
above us, rivers glistening below,
and small villages scattered across
the wvalleys. As the car climbed
higher, the Swiss landscape opened
beneath the clear summer sun.
Sheep grazed peacefully on alpine
slopes, while the villages below
looked like small, picturesque
tapestries. Many peaks were still
capped with stunning white alpine
glaciers,

When we finally reached Verbier,
I was struck by the contrast
between the quiet grandeur of the
surrounding mountains and the
cozy elegance of the village, alive
with the nascent festival excitement.
Residences, shops, and hotels lined
the streets, yet every building
shared the same traditional chalet
style, built with traditional Swiss
dark wood and stone. Nothing
competed for attention or tried to
outshine the alpine landscape.

Festival banners reading
“BIENVENUE 2026 VERBIER” and
posters featuring celebrated artists
welcomed  visitors, The hotel’s
contemporary, refined interior
provided a pleasing contrast to
Verbier’s traditional chalet-style
exterior. From our balcony, an
expansive and panoramic view
of the alpine village was waiting
for us. Countless gondolas moved
steadily between Le Ch - ble, and
Verbier, where our hotel stood.

Verbier is known not only for

Kang Edward with his wife during intermission.

its beauty, but also as one of

Switzerland’s  most celebrated
winter ski resorts. Its dramatic
slopes and sweeping mountain

views have attracted skiers from
around the world. Areas such as
Mont Fort and Tortin are famous for
challenging runs. Even in summer,
Gondolas move steadily up the
mountains, and the surrounding
peaks capped with white glacier
even under summer sun,

Morning Walks on Rue de Médran

In the mornings, we walked
leisurely along Rue de Médran,
Verbier’s quiet main  street,
wearing light puffer jacket and
light blue tailored jean. Morning
seemed to belong to nature and
the mountains. Young people were
already gathered at al fresco cafés
and restaurants, while summer
hikers passed by with backpacks,
walking poles, and mountain-hike
bikes,

During the

Verbier Festival,

colorful banners and posters
decorated Rue de  Meédran,
celebrating COMPOSErs from

Vivaldi and Bach to contemporary
performing artists such as Yunchan
Lim and Martha Argerich.

What was especially delightful
was  seeing  benches, chairs,
rocking chairs, lounge chairs, and
chaises generously placed outside
the shops, inviting walkers to
rest, breathe the fresh mountain
air, and enjoy the beauty of the
surroundings.

Quiet Elegance and Alpine Luxury

Verbier is an exclusive ski resort
village. Its character can be felt in
its high prices, elegant buildings,
and refined services. The chalets,
hotels, shops, restaurants, and
private residences all seem carefully
placed within the mountain setting,
creating an atmosphere of quiet
luxury and restraint, all without
the aggressive display often found
in larger cities.

As 1 walked Along Rue de
Médran, I felt that luxury in
Verbier was not meant to impress
by excess, but to become part of
the village’s quiet visual harmony;,

At times, Rue de Médran
reminded me of Madison Avenue
in  Manhattan, or of Avenue
Montaigne and Rue Saint-Honoré
in Paris, where luxury forms part
of the daily landscape. Yet Verbier
felt very different from those city
streets. In New York or Paris,
elegance is surrounded by gilded
beau monde and the constant
energy of urban life. In Verbier,
elegance was softened Dby the
looming serene mountains. It is also
well known that some celebrities,
international artists, and members
of European royal families have
owned or rented chalets in Verbier
during winter season. Verbier felt
fashionable but private, privileged
but not theatrical. At the same
time, Verbier did not feel closed or
unwelcoming., Anyone who came
with curiosity and appreciation
could share in its atmosphere.

Festival

Each morning, I read the Verbier
Festival’s daily paper, Le Quotidien,
over coffee to plan our day It
listed schedules, venues, concert
times, and brief notes about the
performers. Reading Le Quotidien
in the morning gave me pleasure.

Salle des Combins, the festival’s
largest concert hall, seats more
than 1,500 people. From every
seat, the sightlines were clear
and unobstructed, and two large
screens with helpful surtitles. The
acoustics gave the music clarity,
depth, and warmth. Unlike many
famous European  concert
halls, Salle des Combins had
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With Yunchan Lim at the Verbier Festival. The iconic “VERBIER” wooden sign with the majestic Swiss Alps in the background.

Seemed to Meet Naturally — An Unforget

e no ornate walls, chandeliers,
or luxurious carpets. It is a

temporary venue, erected and
dismantled each year, yet it was
fully equipped for serious musical
performances. One evening, during
a heavy rainstorm, we could
hear rain striking the roof that
was designed to block out strong
wind or heavy rain. Rather than
distracting me, the sound drew me
more deeply into the performance,
It became an unforgettable Verbier
experience.

Among the artists we attended
were violinist Daniel Lozakovich;
pilanists Yunchan Lim, Minsoo
Sohn, Evgeny Kissin, and Andr - s
Schiff; and soprano  Renée
Fleming. Each performer brought a
distinctive character to the festival.
Some concerts impressed me with
technical brilliance, while others
moved me through tenderness,
elegance, or quiet emotional power,
Many performances we saw were
conducted by Lahav Shani. The
festival also featured dozen other
world-class artists.

The concerts were the heart of
our journey, Founded in 1994, the
Verbier Festival has become one of
the world’s leading classical music
festivals, but what impressed me
most was not only its international
reputation, but also its setting.
It was the way music seemed
to fill the entire village. During
our previous trips to Switzerland,
my wife and I had often planned
our days around museums and
galleries, followed by concerts in
the evening. In 2017 for example,
we attended

Mozart’s Die Zauberfl - te at the
Zurich Opera House and heard
Beethoven’s Symphony No, 9 at the
Zurich Tonhalle. The music stayed
only during the performance
venues.,

Yet hearing great musicians in
Verbier felt different. There, music
was not separated or discrete from
its surroundings. It seemed to be
continuously in conversation with

S S i e

Kang Edward playing golf against the breathtaking backdrop of the Swiss Alps.

the mountains, the clean alpine
air, and the quiet rhythm of the
village. In Verbier, the experience
felt more continuous, from morning
to the evening when we returned
to hotel. Coming to a festival in
the Alps is not the same as going
to a traditional concert hall in a
large city, In Verbier, extraordinary
music, mountain scenery, and village
life came together so naturally I
realized that the Verbier Festival
was not simply a destination. It
was a harmony of place, music,
friendship, and time. The festival
is a Dbeautifully orchestrated
symphony, I felt that evenings in
Verbier belonged entirely to music.

Golf in the Alps

Since arriving in Verbier, I had
been looking for the right day to
play golf in the Alps. Each day,
I checked our schedules, including
my wife’s plans, to see whether there
might be a good time. I wanted
the experience to be memorablell
not only as a round of golf, but
also as a chance to enjoy the
mountain landscape. For example,
I still remembered playing with my
wife at the Monte Carlo Golf Club,
set high in the rugged hills above
Monaco with beautiful views over
Monte Carlo, Finally, the right day

i

to play golf came,

I rented clubs, bought a few extra
balls, and set out with a feeling of
confidence mixed with excitement.,
The fairways rose, dipped, and
turned with the mountain itself,
There was almost no flat ground
anywhere, Some holes seemed to
disappear over ridges.

Many holes were blind but
provided the white direction guide
sticks. A well-struck ball could
be rewarded by the slope, but a
careless shot could easily be carried
away by the mountain contours,
The golf course was built into the
alpine slopes, and from the first tee
I could see that this would not be
an ordinary round. The challenge
was part of the beauty Simply the
course was not friendly,

My round began memorably
when I made par on the first
hole, giving me confidence for the
difficult holes ahead. By the end of
the day, I had made four pars and
one birdie, On the par-69 course,
I scored 84, or 15 over par, which
meant I had beaten my age. It was
July 28, 2026. I asked another player
to sign my scorecard as a witness,
and he wrote one simple word:
“Bravo,” That single word captured
the happiness of the moment. It
was the second-best score of my

rable Experience

45 years of golf. Thrilled, excited,
and deeply grateful.

Conclusion

I realized that although I had
come to Verbier initially for
the music, I was leaving with
something more, broader and
deeper. Before the trip, I expected
beautiful concerts, famous artists,
and memorable performances. All
those expectations were fulfilled,
Yet as the days passed, I began
to understand that the festival was
not only a series of musical events,
but also a complete experience
shaped by place surrounded by
the craggy and verdant alpine,
idyllic and serene atmosphere, and
peaceful and tranquil daily rhythm
that took place in the village.

What made Verbier unforgettable
was the way everything seemed
to belong together. I remember
the morning walking along the
peaceful, and festive Rue de
Medran, the white glacier-covered
peaks, the traditional Swiss chalets,
countless gondolas gliding up and
down against the high white glacier
- capped peaks, Sheep grazing
on the steep alpine hillsides, the
magnificently and clandestinely
standing mountains, the Alps’
panoramic view and the cool night
air on the hotel balcony,

In Verbier, music did not stay
inside the concert hall. It seemed
to drift through the village, along
the mountain paths, and into the
clear alpine sky This is why this
journey touched me so deeply It
gave me artistic pleasure through
the performances, but it also gave
me peace through the surroundings
and gratitude through the people
who shared the experience,

The mountains gave the journey
its beauty, the music gave it
meaning. Surrounded by alpine
beauty, inspired by extraordinary
music, and challenged by a
memorable round of golf, I found
an experience I will always
treasure.
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Otherwise

Jane Kenyon

I got out of bed

on two strong legs.
It might have been
otherwise. I ate
cereal, sweet

milk, ripe, flawless
peach. It might
have been otherwise.
I took the dog uphill
to the birch wood.
All morning I did
the work I love.

At noon I lay down
with my mate. It might
have been otherwise,
We ate dinner together
at a table with silver
candlesticks. It might
have been otherwise.

I slept in a bed

in a room with paintings
on the walls, and
planned another day
just like this day

But one day, I know,

it will be otherwise.
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jaejyoon@hotmail.com youngchunglee@gmail.com T: (847) 644-4807
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mungichoi@hotmail.com Ofet=(s+2fFH 59) 23 93) oI5t 87) HAS(RIQILH 78) T: (417) 277-1636
T:(512) 290-1911 T: (734) 904-9672 T: (404) 547-1859 sinho.jung@duke.edu
hakho3830@gmail.com  hanseup@ece.utah.edu kevin@ikkimlaw.com

SAE Huston (Jan~Dec)

oI5 ZHeHZ0H 80) T: (832) 638-7194
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dcho0806@bellsouth.net
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SEOUL OFFICE
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CONTACT
sEa LHs 9I4% o]A%

610-417-4789 | susyhongl9@gmail.com
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H=Al : Team Spirit Realty Z|1A | 7|12 | EX} : Link TV Media XSAE | MH|A - APW, XISE B2
0|&H(ZF&LH69), Jennie Lee HAEEH(SLH65) =
T: 714-396-0624 0: 818-514-6780 | M: 818-720-2373 Tﬂ?oc-;;g:-ﬂ;zso?.)s
6301 Beach. Blvd #225 Buen.a Park, CA 90621 24208 Pa.rk Athena CalabE!sas, CA 90302 1073 E. Artesia Blvd.Carson. CA 90746
jennieclee@gmail.com linkboxusa@gmail.com
2| NY.NJ EelEn|of | PA AlZt3 | CHI
o|2 | ¥iQl : Mats ojzhlT} 71Z= : THA Consulting, Inc. 4k 7k : Magic Chef
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T 718-461-6212 T: 484-342-0200 T: 630-238-0600
) 480 Norristown Road. Suit 200 Blue Bell, PA 19422 940N.Central Avenue, Wood Dale,IL 60191

41-61 Kissena Blvd, #27 Flushing, NY 11355

www.tha-consulting.com salessupport@magicchef.com | www.magicchef.com
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