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This past summer, in July 2022, I
was invited to speak at the Pony
Chung Korea-American Academ-
ic Essay Conference, held in Korea,
after receiving the first-place award
for my thesis: ‘Bridging Sino-U.S.
Tensions with South Korean Media
Culture.’

This eighty-paged thesis began as
a passion project while I was study-
ing abroad at the University of Cam-
bridge during the fall semester of my
senior year. I was informed by the
Inequality Studies Center at Cornell
University about this opportunity
from the Pony Chung Foundation,
that sought essays from under-
graduate students with a Korean or
American citizenship.

The foundation asked that we sub-
mit a thirty- to fifty-single spaced
essays on one of three categories: 1)
~
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Bridging the Gap Between Korean-American

Korea-U.S. Diplomacy, Korea-U.S. se-
curity, or Korea-U.S. economy. The
purpose of this contest was to enhance
the understanding of Korea-U.S. re-
lations, enabling students to research
and produce works that would pro-
mote a future-oriented partnership
between the two countries.

[ was both intrigued and fascinated

member.

[ grew up absorbing and observing
many cultural facets of South Korea,
having gone back several times as an
adolescent. Growing up as a Kore-
an-American in New York City, with
two South Korean immigrant parents
has granted me the privilege of stay-
ing in touch with my roots, being able

SOUTH KOREA'S

SOFT PO

Mia Song examines how Korean cultural media can be a source of soft power to counter
rising diplomatic pressures from Sino-U.S. relations.

by this opportunity to embark on a
research journey that began with a
mini-dissertation at the University
of Cambridge, which I would even-
tually bring home and complete

during my winter break back in the
United States. My interest and pas-
sion for South Korean history and
culture go back as long as I can re-
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to safely represent and simultaneously
be proud of my Korean heritage.

In brief, my thesis focused on the
rise of global attention unto South
Korean media culture and examining
its soft power effects in the midst of
rising Sino-U.S. tensions. I delved
further into the economic
consequences of attempting to bal-
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traditional korean cuisine

950 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90006

e @ 40 o

ance the precarious diplomatic rela-
tions with both China and the Unit-
ed States. To this extent, I analyzed
how Korean cultural media can be a
source of soft power used to counter
rising diplomatic pressures.

In order to develop this narrative,
I conducted research reaching back
to the Korean War when U.S. military
forces employed soft power through
cultural media by spreading demo-
cratic ideologies through television
programs and radio stations. Stud-
ies have demonstrated that cultural
media has had and continues to have
positive social and economics effects
on South Korea.

In the final defense, the thesis
emphasizes the need to incorporate
universal human themes in cultural
productions to maximize the reach
of cultural media, and ultimately, the
potential of soft power.

I was able to have an incredibly rich
and fulfilling summer by taking the
week off to visit South Korea and de-
liver a 5-10 minute speech about the
essay that I had spent four month
reading, researching, writing, and ed-
iting. I honored to be able to share
this story with generous donors of the
Seoul National University Alumni As-
sociation and hope that you continue
to support students like me.
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The Temple of God:
Physician’s Perspective

The temple of God, built with?
This body, mind and spirit,
Where I have resided some eight

) decades
With or without realization that

-
J HIS spirit may dwell in there ever
since

He created it into this world.
Lee, Hahn Joong
olst=

ol 59

Alas, the temple is very old now
and
Needs lots of tender care with
all the attention to detail and true love.
Any neglect may lead to the collapse of
the worn out structure and a total destruction.
Tender loving care for this creation of HIS
may help HIS spirit continue to dwell in there
creating abundance of miracles out of HIS grace.
God is holy.
The temple where HIS spirit dwells is holy.
You may be holy whether you realize it or not.
You can only hope you will have HIS company to the end
By taking as good a care as possible of HIS temple
By taking as good a care as possible of your body, mind
and spirit,
Namely, a job of a physician, the highest calling, indeed.

A physician who has the privilege to enter these temples
indeed needs to be reminded in regard to how special
the privilege is no matter how great he may be
because in the eyes of Creator, the physician is only another
creature perhaps with a few secrets out of millions of HIS.

Alas, the Pandemic still surges after three years,
Continuing to waste millions of lives,

With viruses mutating in all directions
Puzzling the best scientific minds ever so often,
Bringing to daylight all the man-created stupidities.
And yet there are enough good men and women in this
world
Who can endure for the sake of mankind and save our
species,

God’s pride, the temple of God, HIS prized creation,
the most beautiful creature of the universe.

Each human being may be holy.
Each human being may be a temple of God.
Each human being must learn to take care of his temple
God.
<A|A &>
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3|2 | O|FEH (AICH 71) T: (267)266-2881
SEIALA LA/DALLAS (Jan~Dec) leejts3@gmail.com
HAEIIRCH82)
Ericsophia@gmail.com
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" OHZ|ZL} ARIZONA SE}UTAH (Jan~Dec) ZX[0F GA/AL/MS (Jan~Dec) FHE2}0|Lt SC/NC/KY (Jan~Dec)
ZSHEIAA MID-TEXAS HOIF(CH 82) T:(602)510-9196 28Hd (BCh 93) T:(734)904-9672 HH 3 A (SCH 79) T:(678)943-9043 HAMS (KHoiCH 78) T:(417)277-1636

0l8t& (~2Ich 59) T: (512)487-4390
Hakho3830@gmail.com

E7|0p2EIA MT/CO/WY/NM (Jan~Dec)

Z271(3CH 73)
mungichoi@hotmail.com

snuarizona@gmail.com

EAE HOUSTON (Jan~Dec)

RS (ATH 70) T:(713)206-1041
jykey2003@yahoo.com

hanseup@ece.utah.edu

SHEBE |A/MO/KS/NE/AR/OK (Jan~Dec)
IA

QU401 (SCH 91)T: (785) 764-6985
syounchun@gmail.com

lhybae@gmail.com

ZZ2|C} FLORIDA (Jan~Dec)

Z| 5|5 (AICH 68) T:(973)610-5857
heeduklee@gmail.com

sinho. jung@duke.edu

Ef|{|A] TENNESSEE (Jan~Dec)
AMS (SCH 86) T:(856)386-1094

oo
kimsh@ornl.gov
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Pay to the order Seoul National University Foundation

MEcjstmerx 7|2 0|32t Seoul National University Foundation, Inc.

NJ | 222 Bridge Plaza South Suite 720’ Fort Lee’ NJ 07024 Tel +1-212-768-9144 Fax +1-212-768-4494  E-mail kenneth@klcpagroup.com

LA | 2410 W. James M. Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90006 Tel +1-213-435-1974 E-mail america@snu.ac.kr
SEOUL | SNU Research Park Main Building, 1 Gwanak-ro, Gwanak-gu, Seoul (08826) Tel +82-2-871-8004 E-mail snuf@snu.ac kr




[

rl:l

Ok

=

2023 22 346 =

=0
zi210)

wAlo] sopct RS

www.Seoulmedicalgroup.com
X2y 76)

HIC|7I0 HMO FXx|e]| MEfS
M= Hic|ZE 2=0] EagL|cH

LIS 7+ & Of= FX|2f MdE!
=2 T MElst 2|g2 &2 Ze
o= ME HIC|IZ
oELIE0| Tiget A

o

magaa METUA  BUS RMo] ERHE OEYH AU AWM lo|HE  ZHFHlof
=F3A=2A




