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1. Brookings Institution — The
nonprofit public policy organi-
zation 1s consistently ranked as
the most influential think tank
in the U.S.

2. Council on Foreign Relations
- The nonprofit nonpartisan
think tank specializes in U.S.
foreign policy. Offices are in
Washington DC and New York City.

3. Carnegie Endowment for In—
ternational Peace — The non-
profit organization is dedicated
to advancing cooperation between
nations and promoting active in—
ternational engagement by the
United States. The organization
1s based in Washington DC, with
additional offices in Moscow,
Beijing, Beirut, and Brussels.
4. Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies - A public
policy research institution ded-
icated to analysis and policy
impact in government, interna-
tional institutions, the private
sector, and civil society.
5.RAND Corporation — The global
organization focuses on a wide
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range of issues including
health, education, national se—
curity, international affairs,
law and business, and the envi-
ronment . RAND is based in Santa
Monica, California and has of-
fices throughout the world.
It's Washington DC office is lo—
cated in Arlington, Virginia.

6. Heritage Foundation - The
think tank does research on a
variety of issues - domestic &
economic, foreign & defense, and
legal & judicial.

7. American Enterprise Insti-
tute for Public Policy Research
- The nonpartisan, nonprofit in—
stitution 1s dedicated to
strengthening free enterprise
and conducts research on issues
of government, politics, econom
ics, and social welfare.

8. Cato Institute — The think
tank conducts independent, non-
partisan research on a wide
range of policy issues.

9. Peterson Institute for In-
ternational Economics — The non—
profit, nonpartisan research
institution is dedicated to the
study of international economic
policy.
10.Center for American Progress
- The think tank focuses on pub—
lic policy issues such as en-
ergy, national security,
economic growth and opportunity,
immigration, education, and
health care.
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Top 10 Think Tanks in Washington DC ranked by Popularity
(http://blog.linktank.com/most-popular-think-tanks/2/ (2014.9.22)

. . . Annual Average Alexa Ranking
Rank Annual Expenses
Organization Website Contributions P Events/Month | (Less is better)
1 Heritage Foundation heritage.org $73,957,186 $80,378,250 22.1 17,105
2 Council on Foreign Relations | cfr.org $47,654, 800 $50,731,317 10 45,172
3 Cato Institute cato.org $39,253,053 $23,648,195 11.3 58,117
4 Brookings Institution brookings.edu $86,934,790 $88,922,671 26.1 69,560
5 RAND rand.org $250,987,982 $266,873, 864 1.5 74,123
6 | Center for American Progress | american $36,517,866 $33,727,128 7.2 93,527
pProgress.org
7 US Institute of Peace usip.org $24 ,447 975 $30,284,229 16.2 102,152
8 World Resources Institute wri.org $47,451,943 $40,533,012 2.7 120,700
9 | Center on Budget and chpp. org $28,029,778 $26,380,857 0 120,798
Policy Priorities
10| Center for Strategic and csis.org $39,138,159 $30,114,700 22.0 121,560
International Studies
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“Jack, I swear—.” he said,
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self not the swearing kind.
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“Brokeback Mountain" was/is one
of a number of stories examining
rural Western social situations.
But 1t is NOT a story about "two
cowboys.”

It is a story about two Inar—
ticulate, confused Wyoming ranch
kids in 1963 who have left home
and who find themselves in a
personal sexual situation they
did not expect, understand nor
can manage.

The only work they find is herd-
ing sheep for a summer. Some
cowboys!

Yet both are beguiled by the
cowboy myth, as are most people
who live in the state, and Ennis
tries to be one but never gets
beyond ranch hand work; Jack
settles on rodeo as an e
xpression of the Western ideal.
It more or less works for him
until he becomes a tractor
salesman.

Their relationship endures for
20 years, never resolved, never
faced up to, always haunted by
fear and confusion.

How different readers take the
story is a reflection of their
own personal values, attitudes,
hang-ups.

It is my feeling that a story
is not finished until it 1is
read, and that the reader fin-
ishes it through his or her life
experience, prejudices, world
view and thoughts.

Far from being "liberal," Hol-
lywood was afraid of the script
as were many actors and agents.
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