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Re-evaluation of the Japanese
Colonial Policy in Korea: the
mainstrean paradign in North
America

‘The Japanese colonial rule in
Korea is one of the most contro-
versial academic and political
subjects in the history of mod-
ern Korea. The Korean memory of
the Japanese rule has been cen—
tered on the exploitation of
Japanese imperialism and Korean
resistance and suffering. How-
ever, in the past 25 years, a
revisionist paradign on the
Japanese colonial rule has been
strongly presented by the schol-
ars in North America. In my
presentation, I will introduce
the five major books published
in English on colonial Korea and
discuss their main arguments and
problems.
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Distinguished Professor of Ko-
rean Studies (Ret.) Edmund A.
Walsh School of Foreign Serv-
ice, Georgetown Univ.
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American Military Govermment:
the Origin, Accompl ishnents, and
its Contribution to Korea

Imediately folloving WWII,
South Korea was under  the rule
of the American Vi litary govern-
ment for three years, 1945-1948.
To be subjected to another for-
eign rule after being liberated
from the harsh Japanese colonial
rule of 35 years was a huniliat-
ing shock to Koreans. Consider-
ing the magnitude  of
disappointment Koreans experi-
enced, however, the subject had
been awfully neglected as a
field of study. A mltitude of
reasons exist for this lack of
interest in serious exanination
of the topic. On the Korean do-
mestic side, South Korea was
under total itarian regines for
nearly four decades (1948-1987)
except for a brief interval
(1960-1961) between the first
and third republic. During this
time, Koreans were severely re-
stricted in academic freedon and
freedom of expression. On the
other side, Anericans were re-

luctant to expose numerous mis—
takes, large and small, they had
made in Korea. Lodged at the

outset of the liberated Korea,
however, the American
goverrment played an_ important
role in laying the foundation
for nomComunist South Korea,
which evolved into democrat ic
and economically vibrant South
Korea. This presentation will
survey the origin, accomplish-
ments, blunders, and conse-
quences of the three rule of
Anerican Military Goverrment in
Korea. This presentation is not
based on new research. It is the
result of a fresh look at and
synthesis of existing materials.
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Language Unleashed Through Pop~

Culture:
Pover
Many progressive intellectuals
in the 1890’ s advocated the
idea of ‘omnunilchi’ in the
sense of ‘write as you speak’
as an integral part of modern-
ization. This movement promoted
experimentat ion on various col-
loquial written styles, finally
resulting in the modern narra-
tive prose style This
‘phonocentr ic (Derrida
1982). which recognizes the pri-
macy of speech over writing,
continues on to the present day
Korea although emerging language

Energing  Expressive

contact _involving English is
quite different than the Chinese
diglossia mode. English is ubiq~
uitous both as writing and as
speech, which causes Xenophobic
responses  among language
purists, who function as watch-
dogs against massive flows of
foreign words and syntactic ex-
pressions. However, it might be
impossible and not even desir-
able to weed out millennia-old
Chinese translat ion styles, cen-
tury-old Japanese borrowings and
English loans flooding the coun-
try at an unstoppable speed.
Rather, we notice the adaptive
pover a live language has in ab~
sorbing, rejecting, and assimi-
lating foreign elements: there
is an increasing vitality in na-
tive morphological pover of

word-formation, word plays such

space. These linguistic innova-
tions in popular culture have
triggered an irreversible change
in the texture, the sound and
the metrical structure of the
Contenporary Korean language.
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North Korea' s Nuclear Issue and

International Politics in Asia-
Pacific

This paper assesses  the
prospects for inter-Korea rela-
tions in the midrange b
ing the pattern of North Korean
government behavior toward South
Korea in recent years. Of the
myriad factors shaping North Ko~
rean actions, none has been more
powerful and compelling than the
inperative of establishing what
North Korean ideologues call
“the unitary leadership sys—
tem,” or enhancing and consol-
idating the legitimacy of Kim
Jong Un’ s rule. The prevailing
view among North Korea special-
ists in the US, Japan and South
Korea is that Kim Jong Un has not
been able to fully consolidate
his political power, which is
likely to remain fragile for
many yvears to come. Hence the
dammnm assessment among ana-
ts and foreign goverrment of~
f Is that North Korea will
continue to act provocatively
toward external targets, partic-
ularly South Korea, unless the
relevant povers choose to engage
North Korea in talks. Their as-
sessment rests on the premise
that fundamental change is un-
likely to occur in the near fu-
ture given the structure of
pover relat ionships among na-
tions with crucial strategic in-
terests in the Korean peninsula.
This paper comments on the va-
lidity of several major assump-
tions  underlying that
assessment
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New Agriculture Techmologies to
Solve Food Securi

Food is the basic condition for
human survival and the last re-
sort for keeping the sovereignty
of a nation. North Korea now is
suffering chronic food short-
ages. People are dying out of
famine. It calls for attention
that children suffering develop-
mental disorders out of malnu-
trition shall turn out as a big
societal burden. South Korea
scores 25% in food self suffi-
ciency, which is an issue of
concern for national security.
Yet, people in South Korea do
not seem to realize the food
emergency as they enjoy plenty
of meals and meats, fruits and
vegetables such as water melon
and strawberry even in winter
tine, and as they even worry
about over-eating and over—
weight.. For the relatively plen—
tiful food supply we owe it
greatly to economic prosperity
as well as to agricultural sci-
ence and technology. Currently,
leading edge life science is
tightly linked to agriculture to
lead its transformation from a
primary industry of food produc—
tion to a 6th industry that con-
nects to health food, health and
medicine,  sight-seeing and
travel, ecology, and culture. In
the age of life science in the
21st century agriculture takes
charges of life material sup~
plies and final products. Agri-
culture also is being promoted
as a major player in the core of
basic life science.
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Prostate cancer is the most com
mon male cancer in Averica and
second leading cause of male
cancer death in America. The
therapy most widely used against
advanced i
lation and, i

ical responses. . ost
patients eventual ly relapse with
ablatiorresistant prostate car-
cer and develop metastatic dis-

case; currently, there is no
treatment that will cure pro-
gressive hormone  refractory

metastatic prostate cancer. Re-
search into the mechanisms of
prostate cancer progression has
been limited by the lack of
suitable in vitro systems. Pri-
mary prostate epithelial cells
grow for a finite life span and
then senesce. Imortal ization is
defined by continuous growth of
otherwise senescing cells and is
believed to represent an carly
stage in tumr progression. To
examine these early stages, we
have developed in vitro models
of prostate epithelial cell im
mortalization. Generation of
primary human prostate epithe-
lial (HPE) cells has been
achieved using the serumfree
condition. Retrovirus containing
human telonerase reverse tram
scriptase (hTERT) was success=
fully  used  for  the
imortal ization of primary HPE
cells. Putative stem cell mark-
ers (D133 and CXCRA were further

identified in hTERT-immortal ized
primary norrmalignant and malig-
nant tumor-derived HPE lines.
Recently, we have for the first
time established immortalized
cell lines of a pair of nomrma-
lignant and malignant tumor de—
rived from the same prostate
cancer patient. These novel in
vitro models may offer unique
tools for the study of prostate
carcinogenesis and of normal and
cancer stem cells and also pro-
vide for the means for testing
chemotherapeut ic agents.
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Professor and Director Eu-
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Brain infection continues to be
an important cause of mortality
and norbidity throughout _the
world. A key factor contribut=
ing to the high prevalence of
ase is the incomplete

knowledge of its pathogenesis.
Almost all microbes that are
pathogenic to humans have the
potential to cause the brain in—
fection, but a relatively smll
number of microbial pathogens
account for most cases of brain
infection in humans and the rea-
sons for this observation remain
incompletely understood. The
blood-brain barrier (BBB) pro-
tects the brain from any mi-
crobes circulating in the blood
Recent studies, however, have
shon  that brain-infecting
pathogens exhibit the ability to
penetrate the BBB, the essential
step for the development of
brain infection. Brain-infect ing
pathogens traverse the BBB via
transcel lular, paracellular or
Trojan-horse mechanisms. Tra-
versal of the BBB by brain-in-
fecting involves
specific microbial factors and
their interactions with the BBB,
and brain-infecting pathogens
exploit microbe- and host-spe~
cific signaling molecules for
their penetration of the BBB.
Determination and characteriz:
tion of microbial and host fac-
tors contributing to BBB
penetration by functional ge-
nomic approaches of microbes and
host genomes as well as screen
of chemical libraries demon-
strates novel strategies for
studying brain infection, and
such factors represent novel
targets for prevention and ther—
apy of brain infection.
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Chief, Section of Molecular
Pharnacology and Toxicology
Lab.of Membrane Biochemistry
and Biophysics, NIAMA, NIH
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It is true that most people want
1o live long. healthy, and happy
Lives. However , many people suf-
fer from various diseases and
sometines die prematurely, while
a few (exceptional) people live
long and are apparently healthy,
although they smoke heavily
and/or drink large amounts of
alcohol. What would be the rea-
son(s) for the individual dif-
ferences in their life spans and
how could we prevent premature
deaths and/or suffering from
various diseases? Some people
may relate the reasons to our
destiny. The more biologically-
relevant answers to these fum
damental questions likely depend
on the genetic makeup and env
romental factors of each indi-
vidual involved. To understand
the pathophysiological mecha~
nisms of disease processes
caused by normal aging, alcohol
drinking, smking, clinically
used drugs, or high fat diets
with or without soft drinks, we
have conducted a variety of in
vivo and in vitro experiments,
sinulating human conditions. We
also studied the post-mortem
changes in liver tissues of au-
topsied people who died from
binge alcohol drinking, acute
cardiac failure, or suicide.

During my talk, I will present
sone physiologically relevant
data of increased oxidat ive/ni=
trosative stress, mitochondrial
dysfunction, liver or brain dem
age, and ultimate death when
people smoke or consume alcohol ,
non-alcoholic ~ substances, or
high fat diets. Based on our
laboratory results from experi=
mental models and human tissue
specimens as well as literature
search, 1 would also like to
share my_ thoughts/perspect ives
on how to live a long and healthy
life by prevent ing various dis=
eases including diabetes, cam
cer, and Alzheimer’ s Disease
frequently  observed  in
middle/aged people, ===
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