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Peace and Prosperity
to the Koreans

For their current peace and
prosperity, South Koreans owe
tremendously to the Americans
who prevented the Commu-
nists’ overrun of the South
in the early 1950" s. If we
were asked to select one in-
dividual who deserves the
most credit, it is undeniably
President Eisenhower.

On July 27, 1953, after
three years and one month of
fierce fighting and the huge
cost of human lives and prop-
erties, hostilities were fi-
nallystopped. Officially, a
cease-fire was agreed upon
and signed by the belliger-
ents; hovever, uninterrupted
peace has been maintained
over the Korean Peninsula
ever since.

During the presidential cam-
paign of 1952, Republican
candidate General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, mindful of the
large human toll of both sol-
diers and especially civil-
ians during World War II,
pledged to ” go to Korea” to
find the way to shorten the
war and bring “honorable”
peace, if he was elected. He
delivered the most important
campaign pledge in Detroit on
October 24, 1952 less than
two weeks before the presi-
dential election, saying he
would “concentrate on the
job of ending the Korean

War.

Sickened by the prolonged
war and mounting casualties,
Americans elected lke as
their 34th president.

True to his pledge, Presi-
dent-elect Eisenhower flew to
Korea, and arrived on Decem-
ber 2, 1952. He inspected the
frontline onboard a military
reconnaissance plane.

What he found was a wide ex—
panse of rugged mountains and
fortified gun encampments on
opposite sides.

Eisenhower concluded that it
was not worth fighting each
hill at a huge cost of sol-
diers’ lives.

The American army is good at
fighting on plains with tanks
rolling forward just like
those in the Western Europe;
however, fighting on hilly
terrain is quite a different
story. For good or bad for
the Koreans, Eisenhower ‘s
frontline observation deter—
mined the fate of Korea and
Koreans.

Later Ike, in his own memoir
(Mandate) ,wrote, “My conclu-
sion as I left Korea was that

simply a figurehead and that
the party apparatchiks would
handle him as they wished.
Secretaries Dulles (State)
and Wilson (Defense) opposed
the idea of a cease-fire
while President Syngman Rhee
of South Korea insisted on
fighting even alone till the
unification of the Korean
Peninsula was achieved.

As the talks on the cease—
fire were moving at a fast
pace after the death of
Stalin in March 1953, Syngman
Rhee sabotaged the cease-fire
talks by releasing the anti-
communist  prisoners-of-war
from the prisoners’ camps.
Ike sternly warned the old
presidentthat if he blocked
the progression of the talks,
America would withdraw its
troops and armaments from
Korea and that he may fight
the Communists alone if he so
wished.

On top of that, President
Rhee was dealt a second blow
by the Chinese Communists. In
mid-July, they encircled the
Kumsung River Salient (in the
middle of the frontline) and
almost wiped out South Korean
soldiers there.

He paid a costly price for
his obstinacy. Finally, re-
alizing that the South Korean
army alone (without the Amer—

that they were
ready during the
Potsdam Confer-
ence in July
1945. In addi-
tion, President
Eisenhover said |
“we cannot use
A-bombs against
Asians  again
less than ten
vears after Hi- |
roshima”  when
the French asked
him to drop them

against  Viet-
minh as the
French  troops

were encircled
in Dien Bien Phu
in Vietnam in
1954.

Avoiding World War
st

Within American military and
even civilian circles, there
is a saying: “There is no
substitute for victory.”
Eisenhower was a soldier
himself for most of his life
and he should have knownthat
very well. Why and how did
he select a not-so-popular
alternative?
First, from astrategic point
of view, no victory is fore-

“..they did not know that General Eisenhower ob-
jected to using the atomic bombs against the Japanese

when he was informed that they were

Potsdam Conference in July 1945”

we could not stand forever on
a static front and continue
to accept casualties without
any viable results. Small at-
tacks on small hills would
not end this war.”

In spite of his resolve to
end the ar early, President
Eisenhower was confronted
with resistance within his
own cabinet and old, obsti-
nate Korean President Syngnan
Rhee.

When the Republicans nomi-
nated Dwight D. Eisenhower as
their presidential candidate
it was speculated that he was

ican army alongside) could
not fight the Communist Chi-
nese, Rhee gave up obstruct—
ing thecease—fire process and
thus, paved the way for the
signing of the Armistice on
July 27, 1953.

Because of Rhee’ s reckless
one-sided miscue, he suffered
the costliest casualties of
more than twenty thousand
soldiersfrom ROKA (Republic
of Korea Army) killed in a
weeklong offensive of Commu-
nist Chinese forces at the
Kumsung River front and the
U.S. forces lost about one
thousand casualties per week
for five weeks from the re-
lease of POWs until the sign-
ing of the cease-fire.

Those losses of the precious
lives of the soldiers should
and could have been avoided!
Some people still think we
lost the opportunity to unify
the Korean Peninsula because
of the cease-fire.

They say America should have
dropped A-bombs in China to
do that. However, they did
not know that General Eisen—
hower objected to using the
atomic bombs against the
Japanese when he was informed

ready during the

seeable without expanding the
war (sphere) and intensifying
the ferocity.

The former meant an eventual
fight against the Soviets who
already had A-bombs by
thenand  the latterwould
surely increase civilian ca-
sualties. Victory for the
sake of victory alone is
meaningless and it would es—
calate into the next World
War.

Second, as General Omar
Bradley (U.S. Chairman of
Joint  Chiefs of Staff)
pointed out, the Korean War
was a ¥rong War” being
fought at the “frong Time,
at the Wrong Place, and with
the Wrong Enemies” , so why
should we continue fighting
and increasing casualties
without any offsetting re-
wards?

Third, Eisenhower had deep
respect for human lives, both
ours and even the enemies.
This will be better illus-
trated in the later topic.

Not only did President
Eisenhower stop the war in
Korea, but he never started
another war during his pres-

Therefore, not a single sol-

dier was killed in combat
since the cease-fire set in
Korea in July 1953 till the
end of his second term in
January 1961, and peace was
preserved for the United
States and for the rest of
the world as well.

Ultimate Benefactor
of Koreans is Presi-
dent Eisenhower

Almost sixty years after the
Korean War ended, South
Korea, recovering from the
war scars, emerged as a
strong industrial countryand
enjoys membership in the G-20
and ranks in the top ten ex-
porting countries of the
world. Currently, in South
Korea there is a continuous
debate over who contributed
the most to achieve its pres-
ent prosperity.

If the Korean War had pro-
longed for many more years
just as we see in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and had resulted
in continuing destruction of
properties and mounting casu—
alties, South Korea could not
have achieved as fast and as

much as what they have
achieved by now.
In this sense, I strongly

believe that President Eisen-
hower is the ultimate bene-
factor of Koreans by bringing
the Korean War to an end and
givingpeace to the Koreans.
Therefore, Koreans in South
Korea as well as here in the
States should appreciate
Ike’ s determination and
eventual successin putting an
end to the ferocious war in
Korea despite many saboteurs
all around him.
Another aspect that we can-
not afford to notice is the
United States opened its mar-
ket for Korean-manufactured
goods, starting with cloth-
ing. What little money the
Koreans earned from the ex-
ports wasused torebuild the
country from the devastation
from the war.
<Cont inue>
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ENGINEERING, INC.

Flexible Circuit Heaters
High Temperature Heaters
Flekible Cable & Harness
Temperature Sensor
Specialty Products

President & CEO A& (F

| ABOUT TAYCO | PRODUCTS | CUSTOMERS & AWARDS | FACILITIES | WHAT'S NEW | CONTACT US | HOME |

Products Home Page

Latest Development

AEROSPACE MEDICA| DEFENSE UCLEAR SEMI-CONDUCTOR

OVER 30 YEARS OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE'

ing

64) Ph.D.  714-952-2240
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