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Please join us as we celebrate
the life of Mr. Lawrence Yoon,
whao passed away on July 13, 2026,
The funeral arrangements are listed below.
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The Wedding Photograph

For 99 cents, | rescued my mother from Brooklyn

BY PATRICIA LIU

Patricia Liu - daughter of
Philadelphia SNUAA  member
Hong-taek Chung (College of
Commerce, Class of '61)-published
a touching essay on Bestofkorea.
com dedicated to her parents.
Inspired by stumbling upon an old
wedding photograph in Brooklyn
that unexpectedly featured her
mother, the piece reflects on
family history and serendipity.
Patricia Liu is a Korean American
author and the founder of Best
of Korea, where she writes about
people, culture, and food.

My mother closes her eyes
at the moment of the camera
shutter. She has done it all her
life without meaning to, and the
result is a running joke in our
family, that she does what she
wants, not what she is told. My
mother is a beauty, At a time when
the average Korean woman stood
five foot one, my mother was five
foot seven, graceful and athletic.
She hated to stand out, but with
her height and good looks, there
was nowhere to hide,

She comes from an old
aristocratic family whose first
names are dictated by a lineage
book that goes back five centuries.
She grew up in a village so
dense with her own kin that her
teacher was an aunt, the doctor
was an uncle, and the children
she played with were cousins, all
of them Mins. Her father died
when she was 12, and his young
widow and seven children fell
back on relatives. My mother,
his favorite, was inconsolable,
She learned, then, the sting of
poverty, and the more particular
sting of being poor among one’s
own kind: that the kindness of
kin is always double-edged, that
it must be received in a certain
posture, She loved beautiful things
that she couldn’t afford, but she
was proud, and had siblings who
soon closed ranks, the older ones
working so that the younger ones
could study and attend college.
As adults, they would be the ones
handing out the charity,

She studied by candlelight, and
passed the rigorous examinations
that admitted her to Sookmyung
Women’s University in  Seoul,
which for a fatherless girl from
Gimpo, was a feat that her village
has never forgotten. It was at

college that she met my father,
on a group date, He was not her
assigned partner, but she caught
his eye. Her assigned partner,
who was also smitten, wanted to
see her again. My father took
him out for a talk, and there was,
my father likes to tell us, a full
night of drinking, negotiating,
and pleading, before her partner
finally relented and ceded his
dating rights to my father. The
two friends were students at Seoul
National University My mother
might have ended up married
to either. She has always been
pleased that my father persevered.
She soon learned that like herself,
my father was raised by a single
mother, and that as the eldest
son, he and his future wife would
need to care for his mother as
long as she lived. She understood,
and did exactly that.

In 1969, she married him at the
YWCA. I know this because their
wedding photo has the signage
proudly showing at the top I
always wondered why they married
at a gymnasium, but the YWCA in
1960s Myeongdong was much more
than a place where people played
basketball, The Korean War had
flattened Seoul to rubble only a
decade earlier, and the YWCA was
a three-story beacon of modernity,
especially for women’s rights
activism. In an era when ambitious
college-educated women faced
sharply limited career opportunities,
and wives had no marital rights,
it was a place where controversial
topics such as banning concubines
and promoting gender equality
were discussed and demonstrations
organized.

In 1976, with the great wave of
Korean immigration to the United
States already well underway;,
my parents, together with their
mother and two small children,
crossed the ocean and settled
in  Audubon, Pennsylvania, a
middle-class neighborhood, in

a cookie-cutter colonial with a
swimming pool, which was, for
them, the precise version of the
American dream they had come
for. When my father’s company
offered to move us to the Main
Line and help enroll my sister
and me in one of the exclusive
private schools there, my mother
immediately dismissed the idea.
She hated, more than anything,
rich people who put on airs.

She is eighty this year. She is
a doting mother of two daughters
but never quite stopped mourning
the son she lost, between us, late
in a difficult pregnancy that left
her bedridden for almost a year.
She is now the grandmother of
four grandsons, who adore her,
She was, and still is for the most
part, ferocious on a golf course.
In the past few years, she has
become more fragile. She missed
her own eightieth-birthday party
this year because of a sudden
illness that made her afraid to
fly, T had not been thinking about
any of this on the afternoon I
found her, more than half a
century later, in a wicker basket
in Brooklyn.

I had been in Williamsburg,
instead, taking care of my son
and his fiancée, who had food
poisoning. By late afternoon the
kids were starting to stir out of
their stupor, and it was time for
me to go back home to Manhattan.
It was a beautiful day, and I was
famished, so I took a detour for
a bite to eat at L’Industrie, the
famous pizza place I had been
meaning to try, then noticed a
charming antique store on my
way to the subway

The shop was the usual kind.
Brass lamps. Lots of old chairs
and tables. Cabinets I had no
room for, Teacups in patterns
that would have belonged to my
grandmother if she were white.
I moved slowly and savored this

time I had to myself. Near the
register, on a low shelf, sat a
wicker basket of old black-and-
white photographs, the sort of
basket I have always passed by
in shops like this, wondering why
people would buy photographs of
other people’s families. I cannot
say what made me reach in.

About halfway through the
stack I came upon a large black
and white wedding photograph
that had a familiar look to it.
The YWCA sign at the top of the
photo told me it must have been
taken at the same wedding hall
where my parents were married,
A fun coincidence. The hair, the
lapels, the careful arrangement of
the wedding party told me it was
roughly the same era. I scanned
the faces of the guests for no
particular reason. Then I saw a
young woman in a flip hairdo,
with her eyes closed.

It was my mother.

Her clothes, in the photograph,
are not really visible, But the
hair is unmistakable, the curl
turned fashionably outward at the
shoulders, and so are the closed
eyes. 1 quickly scanned every
other face and recognized no
one, I looked back at my mother,
The photograph cost ninety-nine
cents, $1.06 with tax. I gave the
cashier two dollars and told her
to keep the change.

I sent the picture to my family
that night. My mother wrote back
nonchalantly that yes, it was
her. No, she did not remember
the wedding. The strangeness of
the situation had not yet dawned
on her. A day later she was
intrigued and called her best
friend from that period, who
has a memory for these things.
Her friend remembered the day
She was standing next to my
mother in the photo, but her face
was partially hidden. They
worked together at Yukong
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Energy, and the bride had
been a fellow secretary,
an English major from Ewha
Women’s University, The groom,
like my father, had come from
Seoul National, and he too was
considered a catch. Their courtship,
she said, had been passionate,
which in the vocabulary of that
generation meant something more
pointed than it does now,

I have been turning the
photograph in my hands for days.
Someone threw it away A child,
perhaps, going through the closet

My mother and father, 1968, Seoul.

of a parent who had died. A
grandchild who did not recognize
anyone. A cousin in a hurry, The
picture passed through whichever
hands it passed through and
ended up in a wicker basket in
Brooklyn, where 1 happened to
be because my son had eaten the
wrong thing the night before. If
I had not stopped at L’Industrie.
If T had taken my usual route
instead of a pizza detour. If the
basket had been moved to the
back of the shop the day before.
There are a great many ifs, and
my mother survived all of them.

I think about the bride. I think
about her grandchild, who may
live a few blocks from my son’s
apartment and who may have
donated a pile of old things she
no longer had room to keep. I
think about the photographs my
own children will sort through
one day, I think about the women
of my mother’s generation, who
married in their twenties at the
YWCA in Seoul to the proper sort
of men, and who are now in their
late seventies and eighties. The
bride in the photo passed away
some years ago, something we

The wedding photograph discovered in Brooklyn, May 2026.

learned from my mother’s friend.

I put the photograph in a well-
lit corner of my kitchen when I
got home. My mother is in it, eyes
closed. She is the most beautiful
guest at the wedding. She is at
the YWCA in Myeongdong and
is not envious because she too
will soon be married to her own
Prince Charming whose friends
were so many that they had to
wrap around to the bride’s side
for the photo. She has no idea
that her daughter will find her,
more than half a century later, in
a shabby basket in a borough of
a city she has never lived in, for
ninety-nine cents.

I think that young lady would
like Brooklyn. An understated
neighborhood that doesn’t
put on airs, a place where
ambitious women don’t have to
be secretaries., She would like the
pizza, and she would smile at the
world around her, one where her
soon to be granddaughter-in-law
will recover from food poisoning
and go back to her job running
a billion-dollar AI business unit,
with many young men reporting
to her.
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5,000 QA DC AIHAL (AH64) 500 BAH 550
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0| AEt HES(9168) 500 1042/ 0=3} (554, 356) 0| (4458) 1,000 Y& DC
Y=H (B57) 1,000 HEART (75) 1,000 200,000 O|HE (455) 1,000 =28 (BY¥84) 1,000
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O $ 200 O $100 (7/2025~6/2026, 1:) O $ 3,000 O Full Size $1,000 O SNUAA &&ts
O $ 500 O $100 (7/2026~6/2027, 1) O $ 50004 O 1/2 Size $ 500 O Charity Fund (LHs)
O $1,000 O $200 (7/2025~6/2027, 2\H) 0O $10,000 2= O 1/3 Size $ 300 O Brain Network
O $ O $50,000 Z2HEl O 1/4 Size $ 250 0 2w o2
O $100,000 O}4, CHO[|OtRE O HAOIE(1H) $ 500
stz ol2 %ofol2 cafe st (Ystie) A=
TOTAL $
Make check payable to: SNUAA USA oI e
4 SNUAA USA
855 Village Center Drive, Suite 357 EDY
North Oaks, MN 55127
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*M20] O|FHEE= 7|8XE0| MIZFEDA| 3HIE 22 4= U= 501(c)(3) HIYE|THHIZ, EIN (Employer Identification Number)2 13-3859506 JLIC}.
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Character illustrations by Storyset

B Key Initiatives

EDUCATIONAL | CHARITABL | NETWORKING

REMICH QIxHE 2l2h w I3} FetAte LisS 23ste M2ISE 88 MIAIE 9= S2 HESHI A5

I SEH| % ST ey

@ﬁ,@t@ QR Code
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;_. Check Payable to:
d SNUAA USA | 855 Village Center Drive Suite 357 North Oak, MN 55127
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JOIN NOW
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NJ office

e Tel: +1-212-768-9144
e E-mail : michelle@klcpagroup.com

LA office
e Tel :+1-213-435-1974
e E-mail : america@snu.ac.kr

MEMNE "o 213-435-1974=
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Seoul National University Foundation, Inc.
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M3t (651) 347-5428 | O|MH|¥ contact@snuaa.org | QA0 E www.snuaa.org

=2 855 Village Center Drive, Suite 357, North Oaks, MN 55127
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IR S.CA/NV (AN Feb~Jan)
SE UTI(2H2IH80) T: (714) 335-2148
sujinyang2011@gmail.com

2713 San Francisco (Feb~Jan)
AN (B 79) T: (408) 464-4502
beomsupkim@gmail.com

MC|of| T San Diego (Jan~Dec)
QES(XIICH 81) T: (951) 795-8687
peter.oh@asml.com

QAIEIZ Washington (Jan~Dec)
Ol 2H=Ch 83) T: (425) 998-4150
jklee234@yahoo.com

Q5}0|23 Ohio (Jan~Dec)
O[M(AfTH 72) T: (614) 370-5761
rimshake@hotmail.com

51210| Hawaii (Jul~Jun)
MZ(R2ICH 77) T: (217) 508-8711
nsung@hawaii.edu

SHEIAA |A/Dallas (Jan~Dec)
UG=(50H 95)
kimOhun@gmail.com

E7|0tREIA MT/CO/WY/NM (Jan~Dec)
£[27|(StH 73)
mungichoi@hotmail.com

Yot Jop

AE Huston (Jan~Dec)

& 2H2HZLH 80) T: (832) 638-7194
kandc719@gmail.com

£ dU2(3091)

3% kunhok@gmail.com

=1
e |

Lt $HISH (Jan~Dec)
HFTHOICH 84)

T: (778) 883-1678
estellewon@gmail.com

IHLICE BHEF (Mar~Feb)
§%2|(3cH 70)

T: (403) 617-7585
monicaWshaw.ca

x| 22 ofak= A

&zl 20263 MZ X|HEH0| ZH

|7] HIZLICE contact@sunaa.org

0|4|AE} Minnesota (Jan~Dec)
= d0l(3LH 88)

T:(952) 250-3500
msungin@hotmail.com

22|22 OR/ID (Jan~Dec) AUzH AT} Alaska (Jan~Dec) S==E MA/RI/NH/ME/VT (Jul~Jun)
BB (&L 55) 0|QQ! (AfLH 74)
T: (907) 223-0887 T:(617) 329-1442
jaejyoon@hotmail.com youngchunglee@gmail.com
FHLICH
FHLFCH
BT oney FHLCE
WA
MT D - ME
OR MN o
ID D wi MI NY HMA
WY CT\R
1A PA
NV NE OH ) 2
cA ur LN "X DE
Ks MO - VA MD
NC
TN
s NM Ok [ER sC
Ms AL GA
TX LA
AK FL
HI
S5 EAA Mid-Texas SE} Utah (Jan~Dec) ZX[0F GA/AL/MS (Jan~Dec)

0[&l%(4-0ch 59) 2sk(ZLH 93) B 87)

T:(512) 290-1911 T: (734) 904-9672 T: (404) 547-1859
hakho3830@gmail.com  hanseup@ece.utah.edu kevin@ikkimlaw.com
OH2|Z=L} Arizona SIEAE |A/MO/NE/AR/OK (Jan~Dec) Z22|C} Florida (Jan~Dec)
01 (4Ll 82) 0|3%4(0|c 92) ST 65)

T:(602) 510-9196 T:(913) 220-3021 T

snuarizona@gmail.com june.cho@gmail.com

dcho0806@bellsouth.net

0|A|2ZF Michigan (Jul~Jun)
O|Z%I(BLH 81) T: (248) 595-2836
kmikelee@umich.edu

AZETIL/IN/WI (Jan~Dec)
OlZzHB 75)

T: (847) 644-4807
dlee1917@yahoo.com

2 NY/NJ (Jul~Jun)
U2 (ARIH 82) T: (703) 407-4928
kbs8717@gmail.com

2|4E1 DC DC/MD/VA/WV (Jan~Dec)
F201(HU0) 84) T: (703) 898-6429
minamusa@yahoo.com

HUEIR CT
8PS (XIOICH 91) T: (781) 812-8778
shparkdream@gmail.com

Zinf=im|of PA/DE/S.NJ (Jul~Jun)
2AM(2LH 74) T: (215) 287-3939
imtenor@hotmail.com

FHE2t0[L} SC/NC/KY (Jan~Dec)
MAIS(XIICH 78) T: (417) 277-1636
sinho.jung@duke.edu

Ef|4[A| Tennessee (Jan~Dec)
OIAIK(ZLH 98) T: (310) 689-6366
syeom@alum.utk.edu
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MCA offers a wide variety of products
to fulfill the needs at home and your business.

MAGI c%c "3 Norpole %Maglc(':hef‘

940 N. Central Avenue,
Sration Tel: (630) 238-0600 | s

©2026 MC Appliance Corporation. CNA International Inc. is an import, export, & distribution company, which operates MC Appliance and owns the registered trademarks of Magic Chef®, Norpole® and Magic Chef Commercial.




