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8 Reflection on Life

“From Lord Jim, John Profumo to Golfer Anthony Kim”

Profiles in Redemption

1. Abandoning Our Ships in Mid Life
To live is to cross an endless sea,
sailing through waves, both gentle
and fierce. Yet at times, when faced
with storms beyond our strength,
we falter. When Conrad’ s Lord
Jim abandoned the sinking Patna,
leaving the passengers behind, his
act was not mere cowardice—it was
an admission of the fragile clay from
which we are all made.

x 3
ESl

(QlcH 63 - AI2tD)

We ordinary souls patch our cracked dignity through daily
repentance, prayer, and quiet perseverance. But for those who
live under the spotlight, a single error can swell into a tidal wave
that drowns their entire existence. In my life time, [ have seen
many names, maybe too many, erased under the weight of public
scorn—men and women who could not bear the shattering of
honor so easily broken as glass. Each tragedy reminds me that
human dignity, though precious, is perilously brittle.

2. The Golfer Anthony Kim’s 63
The Awakened Winter after the long hibernation

Injuries and substance issues robbed Anthony Kim of much of his prime. After
two forgettable years on LIV, he won in Australia.

Last weekend, in the stillness of winter, my television flickered
with an image that startled me, a perpetually poor golfer, from
numbness: Anthony Kim standing beneath the fierce sun of
Adelaide. Fourteen years had passed since this young prodigy
vanished from golf’ s fairways of the world, swallowed by
injuries and the shadows of addiction. And yet there he was again,
striking the ball as if invoking life itself.

His final round was almost divine—birdie after birdie, ending
six strokes under par, outpacing Jon Rahm with a miraculous
63. But it was not the number that brought tears to manys it was
his face. The lines of pain, the residue of years spent in struggle,
the quiet glance he gave his wife and small daughter—there no
arrogance left. There were humility, and a reverent respect for
being alive.

In his press conference he said a little, yet every gesture
confessedmore than words could: we could see, not the intoxication
of fame, but the sobriety of a man who had stared at the bottom
and climbed back with trembling hands.

3. The Redemption of Fallen Honor from the ground level

Salvation 1s not the restoration of splendor, but the rediscovery of
humility. John Profumo, once the proud young politician. Oxford
bred defense minister of Britain, plunged mnto disgrace after a
sex—scandal in 1963. For thirty some years, he served in the slums
of London, scrubbing toilets and washing dishes at Toynbee Hall.

. Rising from the Ashes

‘.&"

John Profumo, whose high- flyng political career in Britain ended in a cold war
scandal of sex and espionage, devoted his remaining years to atonement be-
fore passing away at 91.

He did this not for atonement’ s show, but to reclaim the quiet
dignity of being human. When, decades later, in 1994, Margaret
Thatcher invited him as a national hero to sit beside the Queen at
her 70th birthday, it was not power returned, but the easing of a
soul’ s long burden.

I think also of Michael Milken, who turned from financial
infamy toward medical research and educations and of historian
Joseph Ellis, who, though disgraced for falsifying his war record,
continued to labor in scholarship without pay even into his eighth
decade. They must have understood that a stained name can be
cleansed only with the saltwater of sincere devotion.

4. Judgment and the Chance to Begin Again with Hope

Still, T carry questions heavy in my heart. I think of the once
brilliant mathematician, ex—prof. Kang from Seoul National
University imprisoned several
years for the moral failure,
and of Do Kwon, the young
creator of the cryptocurrency
Terra, recently sentenced to
fifteen years in a New York
courtroom.

Judge Paul Engelmayer
spoke to Do Kwon that day
with rare humanity, urging
him to thank his wife and
daughter who pleaded for
mercy, and to return to society
with purpose & devote his
later life to service when his term ends. It was more than a legal
sentences it was an imvitation to choose redemption. May this man,
when he finally steps into the light again, find within himself the
same fierce will to rise that brought Anthony Kim back to life.

Do Kwon, who created the Luna and
TerraUSD cryptocurrencies that col-
lapsed in 2022, pleaded guilty to two
counts of fraud.

5. Epilogue: Awaiting the Final Report Card

“To err is human; to forgive, divine.” I have repeated this
proverb across the decades. Yet I have learned something further:
forgiveness from others, though precious, is incomplete. True
redemption is arriving at a state where one can once again look
into the mirror and not turn away.

When the evening of our lives finally close, the dusk is no
abstraction—I often imagine what kind of final report card to be
laid quietly upon my heart.

The return of Anthony Kim stirred many because it whispered
this possibility: that even after long winters, life may yet begin
anew. And for me, an old man watching that hope is no small
consolation.
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What simple pleasures of life do you truly enjoy?

290 (4 59)

God must have given me a wonderful
habit of endless curiosity. Therefore,
| have rarely been lonely or be bored
throughout my life as far as 1 am
healthy. During several times of my
life when | was very sick and feel
very weak, | felt lonely.

When | was 1st grade of elementary
school, I wondered why my older
brother (3rd grader) often closes his
eyes and tried to fully memorize
something complicated. | asked
him again and again. He finally told
me that | will have to memorize
“Multiplication Table” when | reach
3rd grade. | stayed close to him to
find out what it was, and finally I
memorized whole Multiplication
Table.

Back to my classroom, teachings
of mathematics was so easy that
I couldn’t concentrate. During
the break time, | found a couple
of grasshoppers and made them
race against each other behind
my notebooks. Suspicious teacher
soon found out and asked me math
question and he planned to penalize
me if | answer incorrectly.

Since | have mastered 3rd class level
of' math, he cannot find wrong answer
from me. He discussed this*“problem
kid with a talent” in teachers” meeting
and teachers decided to have a special
exam for kids to skip a grade if he or
she passes that exam. Many took the
exam and | was the only one who
passed and skipped 2nd grade.

Early years of my life in New
York City, | was always busy with
something, but one of my friends,
Mr. Yoo, visited me frequently and
told me that he is bored and had
nothing to do at this time. | enjoyed
his visits, but I was wondering why
he is bored, since | have rarely been
bored. I always had something to do
to satisfy my curiosity.

After he left, | usually started again
something. One of those things
was listening to the music. | listen
to the various classical music, i.e.,
Symphonies, Concertos, Chorus,
Gospel Songs, Operas, smooth pop
songs, etc. etc. Sometimes, | was
listening to music so long without
knowing how many hours have
passed.

Writing was not my favorite until |
got much older. | began to
write a “Spiritual Diary” from
January 1, 2022 and continues until
now. Of course, | miss certain days,
but I catch up my writings for those
missed days’ portion. | started to
write weekly essays in English from
May 2022 as part of my Birthday
subscription from my daughter,

Michelle. It was a burden to me since
I was already writing Daily Diary in
Korean at that time.

After I figured out that she made me
write to prevent dementia, | enjoyed
that writing. Sometimes, | had

Me with Young Searchers Club members at
the top of the mountain in Seoul area.

difficulty to figure out the contents
of my essay, but | began to adjust
myself to the weekly topic and |
could remember those things I forgot
a long time ago: names, places,
events etc. etc. | love to write letters,
especially to somebody who needs
my encouragement. My Christmas
message is normally 2-4 pages of
our family members’ lives during the
year. | am continuing this during the
last 25 years, except one year when
| was serving as a missionary in
Turkey. Since there are fewer replies
year by year, I might stop this 25
years old habit, but still there are at
least a few people who enjoy to read
it.

Reading books is another habit.
During the last 40 years, it is mostly
Christian books and Bible most of the
time. Some of the books | read twice
or three times because it was so good.
Certain TV programs fascinates me.
Award shows always excites me. |
also enjoy certain movies or sitcoms,
and lectures but trying to cut down
this habit.

From the early part of last year, |
started to watch political programs
of Korea. After living in the USA
for more than 50 years, it is very
refreshing to know that Korea
became a very developed country
but certain aspect of Korea is still
underdeveloped, such as politics.

Going to movies has been my old
favorite. 1 remember my freshman
and sophomore days in college when
| go to movie houses almost 3 times
a week, sometimes skipping my
classes at college. Because | could
not afford it financially when I was in
high school and certain movies were

prohibited for high school students. |
went to see foreign movies as part of
my cultural education and to satisfy
my various curiosities.

Another thing | enjoy is food made
by my wife. She was not an excellent

she became the best cook | have
ever known. Music, writing, reading,
watching TV, movies, and eating
good food are the simple pleasures
of my life which | enjoy. Therefore,
| rarely do not have any extra time to

Life Guided by Endless Curiosity and Intellectual Pursuit

From Skipping a Grade in School to Writing Essays at 86

Finding Joy in Music, Writing, Movies, and Constant Learning

cook when she was young. She had
tremendous curiosity on every kind
of dishes. | was the one who tasted
her finished food first and make
comments. Throughout the years

be bored or lonely.

Meeting people or go to the party
are fun for me, but staying at home
by myself is also my simple pleasure
of life, too.

When a joke is spoken at the right
time to the proper audience, it is
very effective. When I was living
in New York City area, especially
in 1980s-2000s, | was a popular
emcee of year-end parties, such
as High School Alumni or Col-
lege Alumni or community par-
ties.

To be an effective emcee, I used
to gather many jokes during the
whole week to be used flexibly
based upon the kind of group of
the people at that Party. Some-
times, traditional old jokes are
effective and on other times,
contemporary jokes are more
proper. Anyway, | used one as an
ice-breaker or to gather the atten-
tion of the audience. There is no
single favorite joke I like at this
time. My only important crite-
ria is to avoid any vulgar jokes.
Therefore, | have each two jokes
for Christian audience and two
for general audience.

1. There was a weekly Bible
Study and one member invited a
non-Christian friend to that study.
Topic of that day’s study was
“Birth of Jesus by Virgin Mary.”
When the Group Leader read and
explained those verses in the Bi-

What are your recent favorite jokes?

Alumnus Minsun Ho wrote four stories for this piece, but due to space
limitations, we are including only two in this newsletter.

ble, everybody seemed to accept
the explanations except the new-
comer. He could not understand
it and begin to ask questions after
questions in logical and scientif-
ic way how a virgin can deliver
a baby, etc. The member who in-
vited the newcomer could under-
stand and believe it himself, but
could not explain to his friend.
Finally, he could not tolerate any
more by saying “Hey, you! Mary
is saying that her husband be-
lieved it and it did not bothered
him at all, why are you bothered

anyway?”

2. One large family from Korea
was traveling in the USA, and all
went to McDonalds for lunch.
The father boasted that he will
take care of all the orders, there-
fore, you all sit down and wait.
He ordered many lunch items,
then was asked by the cashier,
“For here or to go?” He could not
understand the meaning of the
question, therefore, he hesitated.
“For here or to go?” A louder
question again from the cashier.
Suddenly, he turned around to the
family and shouted “He wants
four of you stay here and two of
you have to go!”
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MAKE THE WORLD BEAUTIFUL

SeAH Steel America

2100 Main St. Suite 100
Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 655-8000

Byung Joon Lee
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