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Tale of Winter, 1972, the Leaving & My Years
HUE A]A 1972-1973

ZEH

Choh ,Joong Haeng., MD., FACS

“The man who finds his homeland
sweet is still a tender beginner; he
to whom every soil is as his native
one is already strong; but he is per-
fect to whom the entire world is as
a foreign land.” Hugo of St Victor &
Edward Said.

Living in Korea in the early 1970’s
was depressingly low and dark grey.

Most of us, youngsters with some
education were wondering where
would be our morning.

[ dare say for many of us, tempered
by the war, educated at SNU under
modern US influence one way or an-
other, and especially if you had some
gumption, it was quite natural to
dream of further education or train-
ing in the USA.

As a rising third year resident in
cardiothoracic surgery and gradu-
ation looming at SNU Hospital, my
life was very busy at the front of the
field of heart & lung surgery, but
with very poor clinical outcomes in
early 1970s” South Korea.

Sometime in the late fall of 1970,
following the fall congress of the
American College of Surgeon, a
Korean Surgeon from the USA, a
SNU graduate from two decades
prior, visited SNUH and gave a lec-
ture in the Surgical Grand Round.
His name was O|gJ &, HM Lee M.D.,
a junior professor at the Medical
College of Virginia, back then a ma-
jor surgical center in the USA. The
topic was ‘Extracorporeal porcine
liver perfusion for hepatic coma in
liver cirrhosis’ and we were told it
was presented in the ‘Forum’ sec-
tion of the ACS congress. It was a
type of surgical research, the im-
possible, something you could only
dream of in Korea those days.

Prof Kim Soo-tae(Z<*El)), who later

performed the first liver transplant
in Korea, reminisced about the ear-
ly days of the department of SNUH
surgery, during the Korean War and
Busan Refugee years(1950-1951 or
s0) and how much he had learned
from Dr. HM Lee, then a senior res-
ident, before he left Korea for his
new training at the Medical College
of Virginia, Richmond. Today, the
Transplant Center of MCV, Rich-
mond, Virginia carries his name.

4

Doing an open heart surgery in late 1990" s at the Advocate Sherman Hospital,lllinois.

books and started to have a nagging
sense of uncertainty of my future in
Korea in spite of occasional discus-
sion with the senior staffs, me being
in the future scene of SNUH thoracic
surgery department.

To me, being a thoracic surgeon in
Korea as a graduate of Seoul National
University did seem like a respect-
able calling, even in 1960's-1970" s
Korea, where the post-war economy
was desolate and politics unstable.

il

(4

In early 1973, I stuffed couple of shirts, suits,
the two volume Sabiston Textbook of Surgery and
Zollinger's Surgery Atlas into my old carpet-bag: -

A young resident was in the audi-
ence, whose goal was to be a cardio-
vascular surgeon but was somewhat
disheartened by the rather poor out-
comes of heart surgeries at SNUH
back in those days.

The content of the work/research
and the lecture was impressive.
On that day, in the Auditorium A,
SNUH,1970, he gave a ‘flower ser-
mon’ (as per Jack Kerouac or %R
2)to me.

After successful MS degree with a
dissertation paper at SNU graduate
school, now a seemingly shameful
one, I was in the middle of simul-
taneous PhD course in the graduate
school as well, in my heart with little
hope of meaningful research down
the road, the kind you read in the

And I was having good times be-
cause there was my cadre of good
old friends around in the medical
community and other non-medical
fields with whom I frequented in
warm friendly escapades.

Soon, however, most of my close
friends who were not in the med-
ical field, and who had graduated
from the college a couple years ear-
lier, began to leave the country, one
by one, for further study abroad in
the USA, then sending me messages
from across the Pacific, while I was
suffering and serving the mandato-
ry duty of a public health officer(5%*
O]& HH R4A) under the dicta-
torial October Yooshin- martial law
in a deeply isolated country side in
Cheolla-namdo province. I had no

electricity in the office, no running
water, no telephones. I had to use a
public phone or the phone in the po-
lice station to call my parents. Those
were the days.

I came from a large conservative
family who upheld traditional Con-
fucian value over many generations.
I understood certain moral obliga-
tions imposed upon me to maintain
family tradition, wherever [ may end
up, most of all, as one of direct de-
scendants of Jungam, Jo Gwangjo
(1482-1520).

I kind of knew my parents’ wish
was for me to finish training in Ko-
rea with my fianceé Sook, take short
fellowships in US and come back,
settle in a University setting in Seoul
with her.

And vyet, with only textbook
knowledge of what was going on in
the outside world, I had to feel the
pure air of real heart surgery on my
face from a trench in the Ameri-
can continent that would take
more than a minimum of 7 years of
training in general & cardiothorac-
ic surgery in the real world, where
they would not recognize any of
my surgical training in the Korean
system.

That meant the need to get a VISA
to deal with my immigration sta-
tus, a sense of guilt in the deep core
of my heart for my teachers, and
friends to be left behind, and most
of all to my parents. Looking back
that might have been the seed of my
future thoughts of a professional re-
turn at some point later in life.

Sook, my fiancé, left one year ear-
lier and started anesthesiology resi-
dency at Northwestern University in
Chicago, one of the highly regarded
programs in that field.

In early 1973, I stuffed couple of
shirts, suits, the two volume Sa-
biston Textbook of Surgery, and
Zollinger’s Surgery Atlas into my
old carpet-bag and carefully put a
couple of hundred dollars into my
pocket, and started for Los An-
geles, Califormia, leaving my teary
eyed mother and father behind.

I did carry a pair of Metzenbaum
surgical scissors and Potts” forceps
given to me by Prof. Jin Byung Ho,

{Continued on page 23)
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the SNU chief
of Surgery, at
the end of the
first year res-
idency in 1970.
With my name
engraved on
them, are still
in my drawers
collecting dust.
Leaving the
good old city
of my home,
Seoul, T duly
arrived in Los
Angeles where
Sook was ea-
gerly waiting
at the airport
and then to-
tally got lost into the flood gates of
this new world, a 29 years young,
and scared of the pains of surgery
residency waiting for me some-
where in the new continent.
I said to myself as I stood in the
middle of a strange new street, in LA,
“Hey, Joong-Haeng, you will be no
one in this new place. Be prepard.
With many rejection letters
and some acceptance letters and
many sleepless nights over many
years at on-call rooms of hospi-
tals, America was slowly opening
its doors to this young man of 29
years of age.
At USA, alone,1973( 0]=+ =&}, 1973)
Letter to Mother 1: (OJY A &
A1)
Walking down the jet bridge off
NW Airline at LAX
I felt on my face
the west wind of the new world
waking me up cold.
“You were in tears for many days.”
[ was told.
I thought I was ready
for the alien cities of the USA, then,
where I was alien to them.

[ was out of the womb on the one-
way ticket.

and took my first steps into the al-
ien streets.

In laughter and tears, I've learned
to live here

with Sook , the little ones, Candice
and Mark .

It was your love, my young family
that guided me through my new
path here,
made me happy being hard at work,
move on, move forward, move up,

ite |y|ng ith granddghter biga||, spin
2022, at St. Charles, lllinois.

through the
platinum cru-
cibles I've cho-
sen. .

Long after-
wards tonight,

[ found the un-
spoken promises
kept.

As a dodder-
ing old fool

[ smile to my-
self.

It is over 53
years since I
graduated from
Medical School
and started
post graduate training and 42 years
since 1 started my clinical practice
as a cardiovascular surgeon here in
this community in the western sur-
burb of Chicago. I later spent 8 years
in total at the Bundang Campus of
Alma Mater Hospital, running the
Cardiac Center & the International
Health Care Division.

It was a very busy life and I was
not a good family man. I was blessed
with a wife who has been a tower of
strength and two children, well set-
tled in this country, who usually take
sides with their mother when I have
squabbles with her.

Years passed and the seasons have
changed forty nine times in this coun-
try since I arrived in early 1973.

For the last couple of years, at the
time of my complete retirement,
there were no physicians at my age
or older at my US hospital here and
I was the oldest physician in the
SNUH during my last 6 years there
as well.

For those of us in my generation
who are getting old, with the usual

“should have” and “could have,-
looking-back sometimes brings a
sense of pathos that life is fleeting.

And yet, as I close, I feel

“Though nothing can bring back
the hour

Of splendor in the grass, of the glo-
ry in the flower;

We will grieve not, rather find

Strength in what remains in be-
hind;”

From William Wordsworth's

“ODE, INTIMATIONS OF IMMOR-
TALITY FROM RECOLLECTIONS OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD”
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Han Nam Chain Market
57| 2H(ZCHE6)

213-381-3610
2740 W. Olmpic Bivd., LA, CA 90006

LS AL
Stelfjs HSALYUE O E
BHENS (RI2LH 75) www.haanlaw.com

213-639-2900
3699 Wilshire Bivd., #860.LA, CA 90010

NCREEN
AR (ACH 81)

213-385-3773
3435 Wilshire Blvd., #2230, LA, CA 90010

Law Office Of Kyung Hee Lee
03| (2IZcH 83) imin@iminusa.net

213-385-4646
3435 Wilshire Blvd., #1110, LA, CA 90010

BEp

Team Sprit Realty
0|58 (ZFSCH 69) jennieclee@gmail.com
714-396-0624
6301 Beach Bivd., #225, Buena Park, CA 90621
MEB/SME
xpAck2t
O|S& (&CH 74)

562-633-7400
7212 Alondra Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723

SHel USA

HE(2lch 74)

323-890-0101
7227 Telegraph Rd., Montevello, CA 90640

o A
SHS 58

O|EHZ (4CH 50)
213-382-6660
3575 Wilshrie Blvd.,LA, CA 90010
4l
sz
H 5| (2 64)

213-386-8602
2528 W. Olympic Blvd., #103, LA, CA 90006

Van Buren Animal Hospital
2HE (2ICh64)
951-687-2630

5535 Van Buren Blvd., Riverside, CA 92503

Animal Medical Clinic
MS= (52| 76)

714-990-1411
3257 Associated Rd., Fullerton, CA 92835

San Bernardo Foot Clinic Inc.
O &TH (=sCH 80)

909-882-3800
2095 N. Waterman Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92404

Gilbert Drugs
Z|FAI(2fCH 66)

714-638-8230
9240 Garden Grove Blvd., #20, Garden Grove, CA 92844

2013 AH A
Kyung Moo Kim
AR (BLH 69) kyungmookim@yahoo.com
(213) 616-1390
114 Washing Blvd., #C, Marina Del Ray, CA 90292
SHIN-YONG KANG CPA
ZME (AL 73) BOIS|HIAL

(213) 380-3801
3850 Wilshire Bivdl., #201, LA, CA 90010

Lee Kang Won CPA
0| Z& (CIZ2CH 76)
(213)387-1234
3600 Wilshire Blvd., #930, LA, CA 90010
GSK LLP
LS M (ALY 81) cpa@hosukgangcpa.com

(213)380-5060 (LA, cA)
(714)530-3630 (Garden Grove, CA)

JUN CHANG
g E(2AE0H 85)

(818)772-2811

11145 Tampa Ave., Suite 26A Northridge, CA 91326

UE ZU|AN

-

QI&EH (MTH 68) choontaiklim@gmail.com

(213)380-4646
3700 Wilshire Blvd., #750, LA, CA 90010

ZYE CPA
ZRH (L) kimandhwang@cs.com

213-383-8553
3435 Wilshire Bivd. #940, LA, CA 90010

714 - 7= - ®X
Link TV Media www.linkboxusa.com

ZLIEHZLH 65) linkboxusa@gmail.com

818-720-2373

24208 Park Athena, Calabasas, CA 90302
Turbo Air, Inc.
MZI- (SCH 69)
(310)719-5422
3421 Oakridge Terrace, Calabasas, CA 91302
Tayco Engineering, Inc.

HIHE (2LH 64) jchung@taycoeng.com

(714) 952-2240
10874 Hope St. PO Box 6034, Cyoress, CA 90630
XHSXt - MH|IA
AP.W. XISAIEE
MES(ALH 60)
(310)753-9636

1073 E. Artesia Blvd., Carson, CA 90746
7|EH
ACCU Construction,Inc.
Y&l (=ch 74)

818-720-2373
2098 S. Grand Ave., Suite A, Santa Ana, CA 92705

_

2K/
SOIS| A AL

KI CPA & Associates Lic
O| A= (ATH 64)

1430 Broadway St., 306, New York, NY 10018
2|
New York Golf Center

O| T (CH 60) www.nyceolfcenter.com

212-564-2255
131 W 35Th St., New York, NY 10001

718-463-3131

168-14 Northern Blvd. 2FI #UI-2 Flushing, NY 11358

a8
Edward Jones Investments-

29|77 (ACH 82) edwarded.yun@edwardjones.com

201-978-7055
560 Sullivan Ave St 3270 Englewood Cliffs NJ 07632

201-302-9774
1608 Lemoine Ave., #200 Fort Lee, NJ 07024
M3 gJEHyat
MELS (9ICH 66) changhsuk@aol.com

718-461-6212
41-61 Kissena Blvd., #27 Flushing, NY 11355
o1& Wt
O| &M (Q|CH 72) clee134597@aol.com

718-762-4400
40-5 Browne St., Flushing, NY 11354

Pl Yol WEe

st (2l 53) haesahm@aol.com

212-879-2322

230 East 73Rd Street St., 1A, New York, NY 10021

SYE Lot}

718-229-1188
211-50 45th Dr., Bayside, NY 11361
%Za ok}

HHEF (O|Cf 79)

201-242-1002
44 Sylvan Ave., Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

Ridgefield Park Animal Hospital
A7 (2l 81)

201-814-0095
199 Main St., Ridgefield Park NJ 07660

201-541-1111
475 Grand Ave., Englewood, NJ 07631
Lic Hotel / =84} ¢ AF2LL
HES (3 T1)

718-463-0001
44-04 215t St., Queens, NY 11101
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Seoul National University Alumni Association in the USA

2410 James M Wood Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90006-2005
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agx ydd o 7k e oot £9E F UESF, Multi-generational Wealth Management
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Manage Your Famlly Next Generation Education
Like a Business

AW WS
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AR

Concierge
A o}
1 Baltimore I Honolulu I Seoul
1410.469.9532 1 345 N. Charles St, Baltimore, Maryland
1808.427.8434 11003 Bishop St, Suite 2700, Honolulu, Hawaii
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KenNETH T. HAAN & ASSOCIATES

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION

3699 Wilwhire Boulevard, Suite 860, Los Angeles, CA 90010
Tel: 213.639.2900 | Fax: 213.639.2909 | Email: kthaan@haanlaw.com | www.haanlaw.com
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L7k SCA/NV (B A XS Feb~Jan)

S | BHHIEHER 75) T:(323)229-3369
jaycpa2000@gmail.com
A7 | HAR(SCHB8) T:(213)210-1110
3|& | kyungmookim@yahoo.com
S7}3 SAN FRANCISCO (Jan~Dec)
3|7 | E|AM(SCH 65) T:(408)621-8080
kschoi@comcast.net
7| | M (E 79)
S|E

MC]0fl 0 SAN DIEGO (Nov~Oct)

M= (SCH 90) T:(469)387-7922
blue9071@gmail.com

Q| AEIZE WASHINGTON (Jan~Dec)
SI& | OI-XHZES 74) T:(206)218-8887

drmialee@gmail.com

Slall (243 77) T:(425)240-5633
annaparkha@gmail.com

23510|2 OHIO (Jan~Dec)
0] (ATH 72) T:(614)370-5761
Rimshake@hotmail.com

St2H0| HAWAI (Jul~Jun)

S| MUYZ(E2]77) T:(217)508-8711
nsung@hawaii.edu

R7| | H4FT:(808)956-8283

3I& | soojin@hawaii.edu

SEIALA LA/DALLAS (Jan~Dec)
7| (RICH 82)
Ericsophia@gmail.com

SEEIALA MID-TEXAS
018t (=2ICH 59) T: (512)487-4390
Hakho3830@gmail.com

F7|02EA

E|271(SCH 73)
mungichoi@hotmail.com

MT/CO/WY/NM (Jan~Dec)

FHLtCH S (Jan~Dec)
3|& (22 75) T:(236)513-0376

p21.snuainvan@gmail.com
sphrol7@gmail.com

222 OR/ID (Jan~Dec)

FHLICH AEHE} (Mar~Feb)
3713 70)

OJA|ZF MICHIGAN (Jan~Dec)
0|1 (2 81), 248-595-2836

B

0| AE} MINNESOTA (Jan~Dec)
RS (528t 84) T:(651)769-5343

T:(403)617-7585 kmikelee@umich.edu jaehocha@yahoo.com
A7 | 28EAM(s38!86) T:(610)952-3673
51

B AT} ALASKA (Jan~Dec)

AZH3 IL/IN/WI
UEF (243 69)T: (630)341-1943

(Jan~Dec)

BES| 7l (5Ol 78) T: (503)648-0775 MBS (5L 56) T:(907)223-0887 | 857 (
hipark@flonomix.com jaelyoon@hotmail.com S:eungloochang@gman.com
A7| | ExIB (22| 65)T: (847)895-2814
3|2 | chi.whang@gmail.com
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HAWAI
Of2|Z=L} ARIZONA SE}UTAH (Jan~Dec) ZX|0} GA/AL/MS (Jan~Dec)

HOIFE (0 82) T:(602)510-9196
snuarizona@gmail.com

215k

25t (SCH 93) T:(734)904-9672
hanseup@ece.utah.edu

HH 31| & (SCH 79) T:(678)943-9043
lhybae@gmail.com

& | jyong@umn.edu

FASHE MA/RI/NH/ME/NT (Jul~Jun)

& | HHES(3CH72) 978-490-0118
Ynghlim@yahoo.com

RZIK[| Z|FIQ(SCH 71)T: (617)877-0387

S22 | jinchoib2@gmail.com

2 NY/NJ (July~Jun)

SIE | SHM (FTh 72) T:(718)791-4397
yckumb2@gmail.com

A7 | ZEE (SO 71) T:(201)965-7759

3|& | jaypkim@keiusa.com

{AE DC DC/MD/VA/WV (Jan~Dec)

S| | YA (HCH 75) T:(703)447-8175
sangkuenpark@gmail.com

A7 | BMIZ (RHoICH 82) T: (703)785-8467

2l& | saekewn@gmail.com

ZAHEIA cT

HE25H (ALTH 83) T: (203)767-8187
yhptax@gmail.com

LA 0F PA/DE/SNJ (Jul~Jun)

O|ZEH (AFCH 71) T: (267)266-2881
leejt1530@gmail.com

ISy

FHE2}O|LE SC/NC/KY (Jan~Dec)

BAS (RFACH 78) T: (417)277-1636
sinho. jung@duke.edu

EAE HOUSTON (Jan~Dec)

TS (ACH 70) T:(713)206-1041
jykey2003@yahoo.com

SHEEHE IA/MO/KS/NE/AR/OK (Jan~Dec)

A (SCH 91)T: (785) 764-6985
syounchun@gmail.com

ZZ2|C} FLORIDA (Jan~Dec)

Z|5[= (AtCH 68) T:(973)610-5857
heeduklee@gmail.com

EI{|A| TENNESSEE (Jan~Dec)
ZIAS (BCH 86) T: (856)386-1094

==K

kimsh@ornl.gov
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www.yongsusanla.com

Mdae - 5= AEH
£ 4~ AF YONG SU SAN
traditional korean cuisine

Tel: 213. 388. 3042 Mon thru Sun 11:30am ~ 10pm
950 S. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90006
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