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A Personal Odyssey: Was My Choice Worth it?

By John Kim
AHEBI(F T 66)

Fifty years ago today, August 7,
1972, 1T came to the United States as
a graduate student to receive a bet-
ter education available to me. Upon
graduation, I decided to stay in the
US, first at least for a while to gain
further experience, and then per-
manently with an expectation that I
would have better opportunities for
my career, and my children and their
children would have a better life in
the US.

Having reached the 50-year mile-
stone, especially now that [ am re-
tired, I reflect on the choice I made.
If I stayed in Korea or went back to
Korea sometime in the middle of my
career, I would have lived a com-
fortable and elite life, enjoying all
the privileges freely (also unfairly,
I hastily admit) bestowed upon me
because of my socio-economic sta-
tus and educational background.

In today’ s Korean jargon, I have
good specs. By staying in the US, I
have accomplished a lot more pro-
fessionally than I could have accom-
plished had I returned to Korea. The
price I have paid, however, is that I
have lived all my adult life as a mi-
nority, feeling and being considered
as an outsider (not so much in pro-
fessional settings - mostly academic
environments in my case - but more
so in social settings and interac-
tions), and trying to assimilate my
way to the mainstream culture (a
NYT columnist, Jay Kang, recently
articulated that Asians are becoming
white as much as white will allow).

It is a consequence of my choice,
but my children and their children
will continue living in their birth
land as a minority with no choice
on their part, never escaping from
the perennially awkward question of

“where you are really from.”

Was my choice worth it? I cannot
tell for sure, but at least I have no
regrets. It was Kundera, the author
of a popular novel, The unbearable
lightness of being, who said that

“each person has one life to live
which occurs only once.” It is moot
to ponder about the other life that
I have not lived. I am responsible
for the choice I made and I own the
consequences. I have had fair op-
portunities to use my talent, both
given and earned, and I have been

recognized and rewarded fairly.

I have encountered many good peo-
ple, a much broader spectrum than I
would have encountered had I stayed
in Korea, from whom I have learned
a great deal about life, and with
whom [ have shared my humbling,
embarrassing and exciting moments
of life. Oh yes, I have had my share
of ups and downs, both personally
and professionally, and I have a list
of “should have and could have.”
However, paraphrasing my favorite
quote by Albert Camus, I am the sum

will have the wisdom to endure the
injustice inflicted upon them, and
they will thrive and flourish in spite
of it and they will become a person
of understanding, appreciating and
respecting differences because of it.
I also hope that soon they will be
living in a better world, in which all
of them would be judged based on
who they are rather than whence
their ancestors came from.
Reflecting on my life as a whole I
reiterate what I said in the past: I
have been blessed more than I de-

O FAMILY PHOTO The most fascinatig moment of my life. @Picture taken during gradu-
ate student at Stanford University.®The 2002 recipient of Samsung Ho-Am Prize.

“Reﬂecting on my life as a whole I reiterate what |
said in the past: I have been blessed more than

I deserve, and I have been trying to become a better
person worthy of the Grace I have received. 7

of all choices I have made.

Was my choice worth it for the sake
of my offspring? I am not sure, and
I am not free of the guilty feeling
weighing on me whenever I encoun-
ter, directly or indirectly, racial-
ly-motivated injustice inflicted on
minority people. I just hope that they

serve, and I have been trying to be-
come a better person worthy of the
Grace I have received.

Regrettably, I have failed more of -
ten than not to meet my own stand-
ards, let alone the absolute stand-
ards. I am still a work in progress,
so to speak, even after 74 winters! A

SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN

Tackling Turbulence SCIE
with Supercomputers

recent medical episode reminds me,
once again, that I am not in control
of my own life and I must humbly
accept whatever lies ahead.

Postscript: 1 have shared this es-
say with my friends and colleagues,
some of whom then shared it with
their children. The feedback I have
received are interesting and 1 still
need some time to process. Most
Korean friends responded that they
can relate the emotion expressed in
the essay, which was not surprising.
Most foreign-born colleagues re-
sponded in a similar way, which was
not surprising either.

My white colleagues fall into two
groups. Some expressed their regrets
and were apologetic that our socie-
ty is broken. Some others expressed
that they were surprised (some even
said shocked) as they never thought
that I could be a victim of racism
(note that I never mentioned racism
per se) considering my status as an
accomplished scientist. Some in this
latter group surmise somewhat na-
ively that once a person climbs up
to a higher echelon of the society,
they will become immune to social
injustice. Others are genuinely de-
cent people who are truly color blind
to race (one mentioned that he just
sees me not my ancestry). Unfortu-
nately they are not the majority.

Postscript 2: I wrote this essay in
English in the hope that the readers
will share it with their second-gen-
eration offspring.

John Kim
Rockwell Collins Distinguished
Professor Emeritus
Mechanical and Aerospace

Engineering Department
UCLA
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Han Nam Chain Market
57| 2H(ZCHE6)

213-381-3610
2740 W. Olmpic Bivd., LA, CA 90006

LS AL
Stelfjs HSALYUE O E
BHENS (RI2LH 75) www.haanlaw.com

213-639-2900
3699 Wilshire Bivd., #860.LA, CA 90010

NCREEN
AR (ACH 81)

213-385-3773
3435 Wilshire Blvd., #2230, LA, CA 90010

Law Office Of Kyung Hee Lee
03| (2IZcH 83) imin@iminusa.net

213-385-4646
3435 Wilshire Blvd., #1110, LA, CA 90010

BEp

Team Sprit Realty
0|58 (ZFSCH 69) jennieclee@gmail.com
714-396-0624
6301 Beach Bivd., #225, Buena Park, CA 90621
MEB/SME
xpAck2t
O|S& (&CH 74)

562-633-7400
7212 Alondra Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723

SHel USA
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323-890-0101
7227 Telegraph Rd., Montevello, CA 90640

o A
SHS 58

O|EHZ (4CH 50)
213-382-6660
3575 Wilshrie Blvd.,LA, CA 90010
4l
sz
H 5| (2 64)

213-386-8602
2528 W. Olympic Blvd., #103, LA, CA 90006

Van Buren Animal Hospital
2HE (2ICh64)
951-687-2630

5535 Van Buren Blvd., Riverside, CA 92503

Animal Medical Clinic
MS= (52| 76)

714-990-1411
3257 Associated Rd., Fullerton, CA 92835

San Bernardo Foot Clinic Inc.
O &TH (=sCH 80)

909-882-3800
2095 N. Waterman Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92404

Gilbert Drugs
Z|FAI(2fCH 66)

714-638-8230
9240 Garden Grove Blvd., #20, Garden Grove, CA 92844

2013 AH A
Kyung Moo Kim
AR (BLH 69) kyungmookim@yahoo.com
(213) 616-1390
114 Washing Blvd., #C, Marina Del Ray, CA 90292
SHIN-YONG KANG CPA
ZME (AL 73) BOIS|HIAL

(213) 380-3801
3850 Wilshire Bivdl., #201, LA, CA 90010

Lee Kang Won CPA
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(213)387-1234
3600 Wilshire Blvd., #930, LA, CA 90010
GSK LLP
LS M (ALY 81) cpa@hosukgangcpa.com

(213)380-5060 (LA, cA)
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Tayco Engineering, Inc.

HIHE (2LH 64) jchung@taycoeng.com
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Edward Jones Investments-
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201-302-9774
1608 Lemoine Ave., #200 Fort Lee, NJ 07024
M3 gJEHyat
MELS (9ICH 66) changhsuk@aol.com

718-461-6212
41-61 Kissena Blvd., #27 Flushing, NY 11355
o1& Wt
O| &M (Q|CH 72) clee134597@aol.com

718-762-4400
40-5 Browne St., Flushing, NY 11354

Pl Yol WEe

st (2l 53) haesahm@aol.com

212-879-2322

230 East 73Rd Street St., 1A, New York, NY 10021

SYE Lot}

718-229-1188
211-50 45th Dr., Bayside, NY 11361
%Za ok}

HHEF (O|Cf 79)

201-242-1002
44 Sylvan Ave., Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

Ridgefield Park Animal Hospital
A7 (2l 81)

201-814-0095
199 Main St., Ridgefield Park NJ 07660

201-541-1111
475 Grand Ave., Englewood, NJ 07631
Lic Hotel / =84} ¢ AF2LL
HES (3 T1)

718-463-0001
44-04 215t St., Queens, NY 11101
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Seoul National University Alumni Association in the USA

2410 James M Wood Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90006-2005
Tel: 213-908-5586 Email: snuaausa30@gmail.com
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Together, digital art

FM3S| (22 66 - ucLA nich)

H108] WO
Love Embracing

TAG Gallery

August 31 - September 24, 2022

Opening Reception 5-8pm, September 3, 2022
5458 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323) 297-3061

7174 ATl BE AN AARD & Y=S,
a8 x Wed o 7t " oloI7t £9& F =S, Multi-generational Wealth Management
Astel AERS A% Au2E dRAAFUG. 9%3 g AU

Manage Your Famlly Next Generation Education
: : A L
Like a Business

“QM] H 9‘]‘ O] = jﬂ 4| E] 9-:‘—-"] e Investment Strategy

xR

Concierge
AN )7
1 Baltimore I Honolulu I Seoul
1410.469.9532 1 345 N. Charles St, Baltimore, Maryland
1808.427.8434 11003 Bishop St, Suite 2700, Honolulu, Hawaii

I www.wnwinc.co.kr [ info@wnwinc.co.kr Philanthropy
10|EHSE (5t} 60) RIM|QHQLO|= MK}, AolnS UIE=RY
152 (FET RS 06) MHLLO|= SOl CHEO|AL T

CHEOIA} Ut
[B4A DH|2f31TH]

4 213-383-2525
\v201-947-2525

www.duousa.net
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3E LHS @) SRR MRIR(S) /3 ZHRIAS
MTR: ZENE), Qi xR (e)), 23 () Slgiah HE(E@) Slgiah LH5(E)
I S (), F5H(D) Y: SHEE(Z), BEE(3), BEA(Y), ke A PNE eI by
Elaie HHR(S), defet(Rh, EFM ()
x7121E olaE(el) AREZ: Z3M(Y)
Holl2E AEH ) SFE 03T 312213 AL dEREB)
ME=: 0[RS (1) A (D) 2l (0]
A3 T2 S S) Q3 A8, ZRIGAD, HFE (),
HIRR(E), Za(Q), OlEE ), 20M(]), =23t U= UE(E) O[RIA(H), Z3IA(R), zI@M(s), ZITIA(H),
OI82A(@), LEX(RI), 0IZR(D), O/T (),  HA=T: LHB(Y) stxf2(2l)
SeU@), d23R), LLISHE), EMZON,  SE=T: ARH(E)
B }"I'%EH |:||E,‘_%i°l-§_|_lii_ SNU Alumni Association USA
HyYQl HEHT/EH IS s3e F3} (213)908-5586 | OIHIY news@snuaa.org | EAOIE www.snuaa.org
QAT SHEE(S) grafol: {5 ()
o2l ZIMHI(E), ZME@D), LA, WA 12 e E(R) ZES(E@E) F4 2410 James M Wood Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90006-2005
NS (s), §S(3), 0= (3) HERIR: ZYSE|(B), HSH(R), 0IE(S) DFESHE BE BE A 2 320 ANE 2 7| D22 5l BE YE TS 4 YaL
ZRIR(Z) , 5t&35|(0]), 317} F1E SO AR off = HES|o| S Solo ZFELICE
‘;&‘»3; - O1=XI35| S|AIE} 2l: 2022 AHE X|IEA0| ZHE e I2IFA|7| HiRHLICE
%ﬂ@%ﬁ u I‘I‘ x| 100 .Q.I 2'| O L. snuaausa30@gmail.com
DU

LI713 S.CA/NV (3] 9= Feb~Jan)

SI& | HHEHE2] 75) T:(323)229-3369
jaycpa2000@gmail.com

A7l | HBR(SCH68) T:(213)210-1110

3|1& | kyungmookim@yahoo.com

£7}F SAN FRANCISCO (Jan~Dec)
(3t 60)
cheolkkim@gmail.com

MLE[0fl I SAN DIEGO (Nov~Oct)

M S (SCH 90) T:(469)387-7922
blue9071@gmail.com

| AIEIZ WASHINGTON (Jan~Dec)

3% | O|HXHZIS 74) T:(206)218-8887
drmialee@gmail.com

7| | Skl (ZHS 77) T:(425)240-5633

3|& | annaparkha@gmail.com

23510|2 OHIO (Jan~Dec)
0] (ATH 72) T: (614)370-5761
Rimshake@hotmail.com

5t2H0] HAWAII (Jul~Jun)

S | dYZ(Eeal17) T: (217)508-8711
nsung@hawaii.edu

Rt7| | M4=FT:(808)956-8283

3|E | soojin@hawaii.edu

SEIAFA LA/DALLAS (Jan~Dec)
AUz=7I(RICH 82)
Ericsophia@gmail.com

SZHEIAIA MID-TEXAS

0J8t& (4=2|CH 59) T:(512)487-4390
Hakho3830@gmail.com

S7|n2EA

E|271(BCH 73)
mungichoi@hotmail.com

MT/CO/WY/NM (Jan~Dec)

FHLtCt B (Jan~Dec)
Hs|& (22 75) T:(236)513-0376

p21.snuainvan@gmail.com
sphro17@gmail.com

222 OR/ID (Jan~Dec)
8t5|Z (5sCH 78) T+ (503)648-0775

FHLICH YEHE} (Mar~Feb) OJAlZt MICHIGAN (Jan~Dec)

O] A EF MINNESOTA (Jan~Dec)

HS7|(3CH 70) |2 | O]=E(Z 81), 248-595-2836 3% | RIS (=538} 84) T:(651)769-5343
T:(403)617-7585 kmikelee@umich.edu jaehocha@yahoo.com
7| | 8HA (=315t 86) T:(610)952-3673
3|1 | jyong@umn.edu

AMZHLIL/IN/WI (Jan~Dec)

AEF (715 69)T:(630)341-1943
seungjoochang@gmail.com

B ATE ALASKA (Jan~Dec)
SMZ= (S 55) T:(907)223-0887

SISy

hipark@flonomix.com jaelyoon@hotmail.com . >
7| | ERIE(22] 65)T: (847)895-2814
3| | chiwhang@gmail.com
FHLICt LIt
WEE ot
FHLiCH
WA 0 VlT ME
MT VN e NH
OR Wi NY o MA
D SD MI "\\RI
WY A PA cT
NE OH NJ
NV LN . e
uT co Wwv VA
KS MO KY MD
CA NC
A= N
OK SC
7 m AR
MS AL GA
LA
X
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, FL
ALASKA
HAWAI
Of2|EL} ARIZONA FE} UTAH (Jan~Dec) ZX|0F GA/AL/MS (Jan~Dec)

HOIF (=CH 82) T:(602)510-9196
snuarizona@gmail.com

HH 3 (SCH 79) T: (678)943-9043
lhybae@gmail.com

28 (SCH 93) T:(734)904-9672
hanseup@ece.utah.edu

FAUZE MA/RI/NH/ME/NT (Jul~Jun)

[0)a]

b AHS(SCHT72) 978-490-0118
Ynghlim@yahoo.com

tol

2 NY/NJ Uuly~Jun)

S | S (AUCH 72) T:(718)791-4397
yckumb2@gmail.com

A7l | A™EE (SCH71) T:(201)965-7759

3I& | jaypkim@keiusa.com

Al DC DC/MD/VA/WV (Jan~Dec)

3|7 | drA2 (LY 75) T:(703)447-8175
sangkuenpark@gmail.com

A7| | BMIZ(RrICh 82) T:(703)785-8467

31 | saekewn@gmail.com

ZUIEIAH CT

HE23| (ATH 83) T:(203)767-8187
yhptax@gmail.com

Lol m|OF PA/DE/SNJ (Jul~Jun)

O|ZEH (AtCH 71) T:(267)266-2881
leejt1530@gmail.com

3y

FHE2}0|Lt SC/NC/KY (Jan~Dec)

BB (KHoACH 78) T: (417)277-1636
sinho. jung@duke.edu

EAE HOUSTON (Jan~Dec)

RS (ATH 70) T:(713)206-1041
iykey2003@yahoo.com

SHESHE |1A/MO/KS/NE/AR/OK (Jan~Dec)

O XIS (24TH 77) T:(913)814-9452
leech@umkc.edu

ZZ2|C} FLORIDA (Jan~Dec)

Z|5|S (AtCH 68) T:(973)610-5857
heeduklee@gmail.com

Ef|L|A| TENNESSEE (Jan~Dec)

&S (SCH 86) T:(856)386-1094
kimsh@ornl.gov
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ST @z 80 Golden Springs

Nurse Practitioner

Medical Clinic

(626) 986-4899

18773 Colima Rd.,
Rowland Heights, CA 91748

AIE: 7§ IEH (Rl 54)

2IAl: == 2} 10AM~12PM
oA ZNEe T FeElF
2410 James M Wood Bilvd,
Los Angeles, CA 90006
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HOUSTON FEARLESS

{E RECOGNIZED LEADER IN SUSTAINING

|
o W-g al =4 HES , FEREART
1 - [IN | - SIQREGH|REIGROUP

)

A Division of HF Group

Houston Fearless provides products and services to the Department of Defense supporting multiple Intelligence Surveillance and Intelligence
(ISR) ground support platforms and applications. Our field-proven products and personnel are supporting activities at flight test facilities,
forward operating locations, and military bases around the world. Houston Fearless is the recognized leader in sustaining U-2 ground support
systems. Today, Houston Fearless continues to provide outstanding support to the U-2 program and is leaning forward to provide superior
systems in support of fielded ISR platforms such as Project Liberty, Gorgon Stare, Predator, and Blue Devil. As new systems have been fielded,
Houston Fearless has expanded and improved on our extensive line of products and services to properly support these systems.

Houston Fearless is minority owned small business and a registered DoD contractor. Our facilities and highly skilled workforce are located on
Beale Air Force Base in Northern California. In its celebrated 30 year relationship with the Air Force, Houston Fearless has become a trusted and

respected partner to the Department of Defense community and has been instrumental to mission success in the past and will continue to play
this role in the future.

310-605-0755
www.hf76.com
203 W Artesia Blvd, Compton, CA 90220




