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(5Hl: Indigenous peoples and colonization of the Americas)
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“...In 1532 at the Battle of Cajamarca a group of Spaniards under Francisco
Pizarro and their indigenous Andean Indian auxiliaries native allies ambushed and
captured the Emperor Atahualpa of the Inca Empire. It was the first step in a long
campaign that took decades of fighting to subdue the mightiest empire in

the Americas. In the following years, Spain extended its rule over the Empire of
the Inca civilization.

The protection of the indigenous populations from enslavement and exploitation
by Spanish settlers were established in the Laws of Burgos, 1512—-1513. The laws
were the first codified set of laws governing the behavior of Spanish settlers in the
Americas, particularly with regards to treatment of native Indians in the institution
of the encomienda.

The conquest of the Aztec and Inca empires ended their sovereignty over their respective territorial expanses,
replaced by the Spanish Empire. However, the Spanish Empire could not have ruled these vast territories and dense
indigenous populations without utilizing the existing indigenous political and economic structures at the local level. A
key to this was the cooperation between most indigenous elites with the new ruling structure...”
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